Billing Code 4710-29
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Public Notice XXXX

DETERMINATION AND CERTIFICATION RELATED TO COLOMBIAN
ARMED FORCES UNDER SECTION 586 OF THE FOREIGN
OPERATIONS, EXPORT FINANCING, AND RELATED PROGRAMS

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006 (DIVISION D, P.L. 109-102)



Pursuant t0 the authority vested in me a: Secretary of State, including under
Section 556 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2006 (P.L, 109-102 “the Act™), I hereby determine and certify

that the Colombian Armed Forces are meeting the conditions contained in Sections

$56(a)(2) and 556(a)(3) of the Act.

Thf; above-mentioned conditions are that: (A) The Commander General of
the Colombian Armed Forces is suspending {rom the Armed Forces those
rﬁe mbers, of whatever rank, whe, according to the Minister of Defense or the
Procuraduria General de la Nacion, have been credibly alleged to have commirted
gross violations of human rights, including extra-judicial killings, or to have aide‘d
or abetted paramilitary organizations; (B) the (‘olombian government is vigorously
investigating and prosecuting those members of the Colombjan Armed
Forces, of whatever rank, who have been credibly alleged to have cominitted gross
violations of human rights, including extra-juclicial killings, or to have aided or
abetted paramilitary organizations and is promptly punisﬁing those members of the
|  Colombian Armed Forces found to have committed such violations of human
rights or to-have aided or abetted paramilitary organizations; (C) the Colombian
Armed Forces have made substantial progress in cooperating with civilian

prosecutors and judicial authorities in such cascs (including providing requested



e
informatiot, such as the identity of persons suspended from the Armed Forces and
the natire and cause of the suspension, and access to witnesses, relevant military
documents, and other requested information); (12) The Colombian Armed Forces
have made substantial progress in severing links (including denying access to
military intelligence, vehicles, and other equiprent or supplies and ceasing other
forms of active or facit cooperation) at the cornnand, battalion, and brigade level
with paramilitary organizations, especially in regions where these organizationg
have a significant presence; (E) The Colombian government is dismantling
paramilitary Jeadership and financial networks vy arresting commanders and-
financial backers, eSpeciall); i‘n regions where these networks have a signiﬁcamt
presence; and (F) The Colombian govermnment i1 taking effective steps to ensure:
that the Colombian Armed Forces are not violaiing the land and property rightla of
Colombia’s indigenous-donnnunities. A final condition, described in Section
356(a)(3), is that the Colombian Armed Forces are conducting vigorous operations
to restore government authority and respect for human rights in areas under the

effective control of paramilitary and guerilla oryanizations. '

The Department of State has periodically consulted with internationally
recognized human rights organizations regarding the Colombian Armed Forces’
progress in meeting the above-mentioned condiiions, as provided in Section 556(c)

of the Act.
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MEMORANDUM OF JUSTIFICATION CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS
CONDITIONS WITH RESPECT TO ASSISTANCE FOR COLOMBIAN
ARMED FORCES

Section 556 of the Foreign Qperations, Fixport Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Ack, 2006 (P.L. 109-102) (“FY 2006 FOAA”) establishes conditions
under which assistance using funds appropriate under the FY 2006 FOAA may be
made available for the Colombian Armed Force:. In particular, Section 556(a)(1)
allows that up to 75 petcent of funds may be obligated prior to a d¢termination and
certification by the Secretary of State pursuant o paragraph (2). Paragraph (2) provides
that up to 12.5 percent of such funds may be obligated after the Secretary of State nuakes
a certification with respect to certain human rights and paramilitary conditions., The
balance of funds appropriated under the FY 2006 FOAA may be obligated after July 3,
2006, if the Secretary of State certifies that the conditions described in paragraph (?) are
met and additionally certifies that the Colombian Armed Forces are condueting vigorous
operations to restore government authority and respect for human rights in areas under
the effective control of paramilitary and guerilla organizations. :

This memorandum provides the justification for the Secretary of State’s
determination that the criteria stated in Section >56(a)(2) and (3) of the FY 2006 FOAA
have been met. It contains information available to the Department as of December 31,
2006.

Before addressing the specific certification criteria, some general observations
follow about the human rights and security situations in Colombia:

Overall Security Sitnation in Colombia

The security situation in Colombia continued to improve during 2006. The
homicide rate in Colombia hag steadily declined over the last five years. The
Government of Colombia reported 17,287 homicides in 2006, 40 percent lower than the
28,837 reported five years ago, Within this figure, the Government of Colombia reports
that 23 labor union members were killed between January and November 2006. While
homicides of labor union members have steadily declined since 2001 (when there were
123), the January to November 2006 figure is hiyher than the 13 reported as killed in the
same period in 200S. : '

The total number of kidnappings reported to the Colombian government has
steadily declined aver the last five years. The Government of Colombia reports that
between January and November 2006, there were 687 kidnappings —a 17 percent
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decrease from the 800 kidnappings recorded by (/¢ government overall in 2005, Itis
also a marked drop — 76 percent — from the 2,885 reported by the government in 2002.
For its part, the International Committee of the Red Cross estimates that the number of
missing persons in 2006 is roughly equal to the Iigure from 2003

Although these figures show some improv ement, threats and acts of violence
against Colombian civilians continue. Forced displacement continues to he a problem. -
The Governrnent of Colombia reports that it registered 110,302 newly displaced persons
between January and September 2006, down froig 131,716 in the same period in 2005.
1he non-governmental organization Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement
(CONHES) estimates that between January and “Soptember 2006, 175,216 people were
displaced — 2 number 30 percent lower than the figure of 310,387 that CODHES
estimated for the same period in 2005.% Of the 11)Ps registered by the Colombian
government in the first nine months of 2006, 4 purcent (4,492) were indigenous,
According to a 2005 report by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR), & percent of IDPs were indigenous and 11 percent were Afto-Colombian.

In 2006, there was an increase in threats niade 1o human rights workers,
seemingly by emerging crimina) groups, especially prior to the May Fresidential
election and following President Uribe’s inauguzation in August, Minister of Defense
Sanlos condemned these threats and told the public in an October 2006 statement that he
had taken part in 4 high-level meeting - with the Vice President, Prosecutor General,
and military and police intelligence chiefs - to iy vestigate the threats and capture those
responsible. He reaffirmed his support for humun rights groups as an imtegral part of the
development of democracy in Colombia and pledged that authoritics would take the
actions necessary to nentralize the emerging critninal groups that threaten their security.

Government Cornmitment to Ymproving Respect for Human Rights

The Colombian govemment has stated ils commitment to imprave respect for
hurnan rights throughout all sectors of society. (n September 26, Vice President Santos
nstalled a conunission to draft a National Action Plan for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law. This plan is pit of President Uribe’s commitment. to
sign the declaration and Action Plan produced at the 1993 World Conference on Human
Rights. As called for in the declaration, the National Action Plan will establish ureas for

! {CRC cellects infonrhation on peraons reported ta it by family meuibers as missing due to a conflict, o

* The Govemment of Colombin records as displaced those peraous who have applied for, and bean accepted fo receive,
govemment benefits as displaced persons. By conrrast, the figuro: from CODHES are estimates of displacements and are
derived from information from media and civl society somrces, ani i some field work  COHDRS also inchudes in its figures

g?rg s persons involved in coca and opium poppy production wlio migrated in response fo government dmg eradication
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prim."iiy attention, which the government will use to orient its efforts for the short,
medium, and long term. International organizaiions, including the representative for the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia, have praised this effort,

Paramilitary Demobiljzation ; :

Under an agreement negotiated with the Colombian government, 31,687
paramilitary members have demobilized collecti vely and most leaders are now in
detention. Of those that demobilized, 44 percen: (17,579) did so between Jamuary and
August 2006. During 2006, the Government of Colombia continued efforts to
investigate and prosecute paramilitary members believed guilty of ¢crimes, dismantle
paramilitary networks, seek reparations for victing, and peacefully reintegrate
demabilized paramilitary members into society, To this end, on September 13, the
Government of Colombia appointed Frank Pear) as the High Commissionet for
Reintegration and charged him with develaping a plan to provide demobilized
paramilitary members with the skills necessary 1o become productive and contributing
members of Colombian society. The Justice anc! Peace Law, which the government
began implementing at the cnd of 2006, will b 1ested in the paramilitary demobilization
process through 2007. Additional information on the demobilization process is included
in Section 556(a)(2)(F). -

Investigations into Alleped Civilian Ties to Paramilitarv Organizations

The Prosecutor General’s Office is investgating and arresting civilian officials
with links to paramilitary leaders. Afier the Colombian government discovered a
computer belonging to “Jorge 40,” an AUC leadcr, and began trying him for murder
(along with Edgar Ighacio Fierro Flérez, aka “Don Antonio,” a key Jorge 40 lieutenant),
information on alleged ties to government officials surfaced. The govermment took the
followmg actions as part of its investigation into these ties:

» On Scptember 26, 2006, the Prosecutor General's Office arrested four
assemblymen from the Sucre Departrent’s legislative council, with linkages
to demobilized paramilitary leader “Jorge 40,” in connection with the
September 17, 2004 murder of Professor Alfredo Correa de Andrei_s m
Barranquilla,

« On November 10, the Supreme Court indicted and placed in preventative
detention Senator Jairo Enrique Merlano Ferndndez, Senator Alvaro Garcia
Romero, and Representative Eric Morns for links to former paramilitaries.

* On November 28, the Supreme Court ordered six Mexmbers of Congress -
Senators Alvaro Aratijo, Dieb Maloof, Luis Eduardo Vives, and Mauricio
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Pimiento, and Representatives Jorge Caballero and Alfonso Campo - to testify
about allegations of ties to fotmer paramilitary members. |

On November 24, President Uribe used a « eromony at the Supreme Court to
speak forcefully in favor of full investigation of 11 allegations of paramilitary ties to
government officials or elected officials, | On December 20, President Uribe and leaders
from the Colombian Judicial branch created a special investigative unit within the
Supreme Court to investigate political connections to ex-paramilitaries and other
allegations against government officials. | The Cclombian government is providing 18
additional assistants and investigators to the Couit's penal division, which is charged
with judging members of Congress and q‘ﬂaer pallic officials. .

On November 22, the Prosecutor General’ s Office charged former head of the
police intelligence service (the “Administrative Security Department,” or DAS), lorge
Noguera, with providing information on DAS operations to paramilitaries. In October,.
the former head of the computer services section of the DAS, Rafael Enrique Garcia,
was sentenced to 18 years in prison for providing: assistance to paramilitaries.

J Qﬂicial Reform :

Despite the progress documented in this niemorandum, more temains to be done,
particularly to end impunity. Recognizing that progress on investigation and
prosecution of past human rights violations is hampered by an overburdened, outmoded
inquisitorial system, during the certification period the goverument to trensition from an
ulgwisitorial to an accusatory system of eriminal procedure, which is gradually being
implemented throughout the country. As of Qctober 2006, 11 of Colombia's 29 judicial

- districts® have converted to the new system, It 2007, eight additional judicial distriets
will convert 10 the new system and the remainin;: 10 judicial districts in the country are
scheduled to convert to the new system in 2008,

Cases brought under the new accusatory system move much more rapidly from
arrest to verdjct than under the inquisitorial syst.m. Under the old system, criminal
cases took an average of 3.to 5 years to adjudicate and had only a 3 1o 5 percent
conviction rate. However, under the new system, cases are being resolved in as fast as a
month with a 60 percent conviction rate.- This i« because the new accusatory system
allows for confidential investigations that the ol«{ ¢ystem did not. This allows evidence,

*In 2005, Bopotd, Manizales, Armenia, and Pereira adopted the 1w system, In 2006, Cali, Buga, Buraramanga, Madellin,
fian Gil, Santa ann, and Tunja fallowed suit. 3 '

The qu lowing judicial dismicts are scheduled to convert to the 1w system in 2007: Antioquia, Villavicenclo, Popayén,
Finrencia, Ibaque, Neiva, Pasto, and Cudinamarca. The remsindeg 11 that will convert in'2008 are: Cartagena, Baraquilla.
Clicuts, Pamplona, Rio Hachn. Montera, Quibidé, Vallodupar, Sanis Mana, and Sincelejo.
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witnesses, cime scenes, efc., to be dr.wel‘nped without having '.co reveal witnesses (and
thereby pﬁt them at risk) or other evidence to the suspects during the course of the
investigation. Processing and adjudicatﬁon of cuses under the new system 18 alao.much
faster, Whereas the old system did not allow themm, plea bargains and -pxjnsecutonal
discretion are allowed nnder the new system (although there are resfrictions on plea
hargaining in human rights cages). In awelcome change, the ora! trial -syste_m.and
transparency of the judicial process act as a barricr to the corruption that existed under
the old system.

In order to climinate jurisdictional dispute-. that often delay cases, on June 14, the
Prosecntor General's Office and the Ministry of Defense signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) by which all cases of alleyed hwman rights violations will he sent
to the Prosecutor General’s Office, In accordance with the MOUJ, the Military Justice
system has turned over responsibility for investi; ating all eged human rights violations
by the 17 Brigade to the Prosecutor General’s Office.” The MOU is described further
in the discussion regarding Section 556(a)(2)(C)

The government is expanding the presenc. of stat¢ institutions throughout
('olombja and inereasing access to judicial services. On February 10 the government
inaugurated A Regional Justice House in Chaparia] (Tolima), a small municipality of
less than 100,000 residents. This Regional Justice House is the first in & plan to
construct 43 such centets, with support from USAID, which facilitate community access
to formal and informal justice services (justice, Jispute resolution, psycho-social, and
other serviees are offered). To serve outlying niral communities, the center in Chaparral
is surrounded by smaller sateilite service centers in Ataco, Ortega, and Rioblanco. The

sevond Regional Justice House is planned for Stgovia Department by the end of 2007.

Investigating Cases of Violence Against Labyr Leaders

The government has also taken action to combat impunity in cases of violence
against labor leaders. On October 17, the government implemented a new §1.5 million
program dedicating almost 100 investigators and prosecutory personne] to 128 cases® of
violence against trade unionists, which were selocted by Colombia’s three major trade
confederations. The initiative involves 14 speciulized teams consisting of one
prosecutor, three investigators (CTI), and threc national police officers. The leaders of
all three trade confederations praised the accord, and the President of the United
Worker's Confederation (CUT), Carlos Rodriguez, proolaimed: “Never, in the history of

* The My 30, 2006 cerfification reporied the Military Tustice systcin had established unit fo Investigate thess cases.

" Figure as of the end of 2006. 'The Colombim govarnment ¢.ntinues to work with the ¢ ; !
confederptions te pirioritlze additional cases, 6 PRSSER LA GN
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Calombis, have we achieved something so important to fight impunity.” The European
Union's representative to the ILO also praised this development, noting on November 7
before the ILO's governing body Colombia’s “progress in the fight against impunity
and the willingness of the Colombian governmen: to speed up the investigations on
violations of buman rights of members of trade unions.” The projectis one of the
provisions of the ILO Tripartite Accord, signed by the government in Geneva in May
2003, aimed at ending the backlog of 13319 cases of violence against trade unionists,
collectively referred to as “ILO Case 1787.” An [LO resident representative arrived in
Colombia in Noverher 2006 to work dn this projcet and other measures 1o strengthen
lahor rights.

Defense Reform

Changes are also underway in the Ministry of Defense. Defense Minister Juan
Manuel Santos was sworn in on July 19 and has been focused on military reform,

* especially with respeci to human rights. Armed I‘orces Commander General Freddy
Padilla, who was swom in on August 16, has also stressed the importance of human
rights. In his change of command cerjmony, Padilla said Colombia "will perhaps be the
first military in the history of the world to win a war while fundamentally respecting

- international humanitarian law.”

On September 8, Defense Minister Santos declared the Military Penal Justice
systera to be independent of the Armed Forces and appointed T.uz Marina Gil as the first
civilian and ferale Executive Director in the sy.lem’s history. Santos has expressed a
commitment to regaining the system’s|legitimacy and guaranteeing its credibility while -
ensuring the effective and independent administiation of justice. These changes are part
of Santos’ five-point plan, announced October 2. 1o restructure Colomhia’s Armed
Forces. Other parts of this plan are reforming the cducational system for the Armed
Forces In order to instill the highest ethical and jrofessional standards and strengthening
the use of discretional authority, which allows tlic Atmed Forces to remove members
who are suspected of corruption, human nights violations oy other improper conduct.

|

Under the reforms, Sanros has a.k:signcd svven colonels as human rights inspectors
in each division of the Army. These colonels arc equipped with the training on human
rights and report directly to the military’s Office of the Inspector General, not to the
division commanders. As such, they have the aithority to oversee investigations of
human rights abuses committed by military personnel in their divisions, including the
commanders, Santos also established i.em international seminar on respect for human
rights and humanitarian Jaw while fighting terrorism and led the first sich seminar on
September 12. Under his direction, the Ministry of Defense worked with the
Inteational Committce of the Red Cioss to inc orporate respect for international
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humanitarian law into the Colombian Armed Forces® operational doctrine in armed
conflict. Additional information on the human rights performance of the Armed Eorces -
is located in the discussion regarding Section 556(a)(2)(A).

Extension of OHCHR Mandate ;o
The Government of Colombia remains committed to working with the

international community to further its progress on human rights. On September 12, the
Government of Colombia renewed the mandate of the Office of the High Commissioner
for Hluman Rights (OHCHR) in Bogoté with no changes for one year, This extension
was intended to allow the government and the U N time to discuss whether the current
mandate, which was negotiated a decade ago, needs to be adjusted to fit the current
situation in Colombia, The government agreed 10 a new Director for the office, Juan
T'ablo Corlazzoli, who will head the office until tuly 2007 and will work with the UN
and the government to choose a new director. Scetion 556(a)(2)(B) discusses
govemnment investigations into extrajudicial Killings reported by the OHCHR.

USG Human Rights Vetting and Consultation with NGQs
The United States takes seriously all reports of human rights abuses and is

commitied to continue engaging the Governmeni of Colombia to achieve further
progress in improving the human rights performanee of its Armed Forces, severing
military paramilitary ties, and ¢nsuring effective investigation and prosecution of
human rights violations. To this end, the United States Government continues to
implement vigorously the Leahy Amendment and closely review the criteria required
for human rights certification.

The State Department, bath in Washington and throngh the U.S. Embassy in
Bogoth, consult regularly with NGOs and civil saciety groups regarding Colombia’s
human rights performance. The State Department earefully considers their input, as
well a5 information in reports from the OHCHR before making a decision on
certification. |

The following is 2 disenssion of the Coloinbian Government and med Forces’
compliance with each of the conditions for certitication contained in the discussion

regarding Section 556(a)(2).



SECTION 556(2)(2)(A)

Section 556(a)(2)(A) of the FY 2006 FOAA requires a determination that:

The Commander General of the Colombian Armed Forces is suspending
from the Armed Forces those members, of whatever rank who, according to
the Minister of Defense or the Procuraduria General de la Nacion, have been
credibly alleged to have committed gross violations of human rights,
including extra-judicial killings, or to have ajded or abetted paramilitary
organizations.

In 2006, the commander of the Colombizn Armed Forces used his diécrctinnary
authority to remove 147 members of the military  The commander of the Colombian
Armed Forces uses this discretional authority in . ases where individuals are suspected .
of cormuption, believed to have committed human rights violations, believed to be
operationally ineffective, or have engaged in uncihical behavior. This authority does
not replace judicial mvesti ganve mechanisms, but allows the Ministry of Defense to
remove individuals in cases where there may not be sufficient evidence to allow for

prosecution,

The Civilian Inspector General’s Office (Procuraduria) conducts disciplinary
investigations and can impose administrative sanctions, including suspension or
dismissal, on military personnel. To this end, the Inspector General has the authority to
order the provisional suspension of military-personnel from the Armed Forces durmg
investigations of offenses involving gross miscoduct, From January to August 2006',
the Inspector General's Office suspended 30 menibers of the Colombian Armed Forces
for alleged human rights violations or collaboratiag or colluding with paramilitaties:

1. Army Professional Soldjer David Aleyser Tapias Arias was suspended on
January 4 for his alleged role in the homicide of a person on March 12, 2002
whose identity was protected.

Army Professional Soldjer Yeimih Valoyes Murillo was suspended on
Tanuary 4 for his alleged role in the homicide of a person on March 12, 2002,
whose identity was protected.

| O

3. Army Professiona) Soldier Héetor Andrés Lépez was suspended on January 4

' ‘This tme period inciudes four months (January through April) diat were included in the previous certification time
period as this jnformation was not available at the time of the previo.g certification and determination.
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10.

11
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for his alleged role in the homicide of a pe:son on March 12, 2002, whose identity
was protected.

~ Army Professional Soldier Herebeﬂo de Jesis Granda Valle was suspended

on Jarmary 4 for his alleged role in'the hon:icide of a person on March 12, 2002,
whose identity was protected. |

Army Captain Ivéin Andrés C,‘nniélez Villafane was suspended on January 10
for bis alleged role in the hommdé of a person on March 12, 2002, whose identity
was protected. j

Army Professional Soldier Alviu,to Yeison Acosta Sanchez was suspended on
February 1 for his alleged involvement in 11 acts that ocenrred in the Military’s
Instruction and Training Center (CIE) in Piedras (Tolima) on January 25.

Army First Sergeant Oscar Mauricm (Chia Neira was suspended on March 8,
followmg his appeal of the nngmaﬂ sentence on March 2, 2005, for the accidental
injury of Jaime José Mora on Navcmhcr 24,2001, while on duty in the Army
Reserves in Jamundi (Valle). |

Army First Sergeant Juan Carlgs de los Rios Quintero was suspended on March
8, following his appeal of the original senience on March 2, 2005, for the accidental
injury of Jaime José Mora on Novémber 3, 2001, while on duty in the Army
Reserves in Jamundi (Valle).

Army Soldier José Alirio Gnrcja Rivera was suspended on March 24, followmz
his appeal of the original senteuce on January 16, for his role in the death of
Mildrey Dayana Tuberquia on Mnrch 18, 2003, in San José de Apartadd
(Antioquia). | "

[ollowing his appeal of the original Januaiy 16 suspensmn, for his role in the
death of Mildrey Dayana Tub ,quia on March 18, 2003, in San José dc Apartadd
(Antioquia), | [

o

Army Soldier Manuel Angeg:u}dnldn Valencia was éuapmded on March 24,

- _
Navy Lieutenant Carlos Andiés|Téllez ¢ arantén was suspended on March 13
followmg his appeal of the ougm I senteqice on November 28, 2005, (which was
reported in the previous certifi can n), for the illegal capture of Antonio Walter

Mimienta and others on May 4,2403, in \ereda Saltones in the municipality of
Carmen del Bolivar (Bolivar), } ;o

i hf
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l16.

17.

18.
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Army Lientenant Tony Alberto Vargas Petecua was suspended on March 24,
following his appeal of the origi.na%_lsenmmze on January 31, for dereliction of
duty during an incursion against apmed groups between April 9 and 16, 2001, in
the Naya Region, on the edges of the Cauca and Valle de Cauca Departments,
causing the deaths of tens of people that inhabit the region.

Army Brigadier General Pablo Alberto Rodrignez Laverde was suspended on
March 24, following his appeal ofthe orig nal sentence on January 31, for
dereliction of duty while illegal armed groiips committed human rights violations
between 2000 and 2002 against members of the Peace Commmunity of San José de
Apartad6 (Antioquia). '

Army Colonel Javier Vicente Hernindez Acosta was suspended on March 24,
following his appeal of the origin isentence on January 31, for dereliction of
duty while guerrilla and autodefense groups committed acts of violence against
mernbers of the Peace Community of San losé de Apartadd (Antioquia) between
2000 and 2002. ; .

Army First Vice Sergéant Humberto Lopez Orozeo was suspended without
pay and ordered to pay a fine equi alent to 90 days without pay on May 25,
following his appeal of the original sentence on October 3, 2005 (which was
reported in the previous cerﬁﬁcaﬁ{ip) for the homicides of Carlos Armando
Villareal Echeverria and Alherto dL: Jests Osorio on July 28, 2002.

Army Second Sergeant Wilmer | ;gachecn was suspended without pay and
ordered to pay a fine equivalent t 90 day: without pay on May 25, following his
appeal of the original sentence on Qctober 3, 2005 (which was reported in the

| previous certification) for the hom !?idcs of Carlos Armando Villareal Echeverria

and Alberto de Jesis Osorio on Juy 28, 2002.

Navy Captain Il\rl.ario Escobar E heverri was suspended on June 6; following his
appeal of the vriginal sentence on May S, 2005, for the illegal detention of persons
in Corregimiento de Pijiguay (Sucge) on August 30-31, 2002.

ki

Blanco Estéban was suspended on June 10 for

forces in the murders of Jhen Jairo Iglesias
iAnania; Mojica, and Jesis Antonio Céspedes
{ovember 2, 2003 along the Potosf hamlet in

Army First Corporal Francisco:
his involvement with paramilitary
Salazar, Araceli Londofio Varona
Salgado (ahas José Céspedes) on
Cajemarca (Tolima).
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Air Force Major Yomar Valencia Hincapié was suspended on June 29,
following his appeal of the originalisentence on August 22; 2005 (which was
reported in the previous certificatig :') for Ins role in the death of Thon Jairo
Rodriquez, technician for the Autg DImous (,orporanon of Valle del Cauca, on
August 8, 2001. il

Army Sublieuténant Camilo Javie
for his alleged involvement in the’ ﬁ omicide of Jawer Cubillos Torres, Wilder

Cubillos Torres, and Eriberto Dels gado Morales on March 18, 2005, in Lagunaxlc
Primavera, Paramo del Sumapaz

Basto ¥lirez was suspended on Tuly 26 for his

alleged involvement in the homi q' e of Javier Cubillos Torres, Wilder Cubillos
Torres, and Eriberto Delgado Mordles on March 18, 2005, in Laguna de
feta).

Primavera, Parama del Sumapaz' Y

sh Basto Jairo was suspended on July 26 for
icide o1 Javier Cubillos Torres, Wilder

do Morales on March 18, 2005, in Laguna de

Army Professional Soldier Alo :
his alleged involvement in the hom

Cublllos Toms, and Eriberto Del ‘:

,_uma}m (Meta).

foésar Ayala Murallas was suspended on July
i - the homla,ldc of Javier Cubillos Torrcs, Wilder

Army l{rqfessionfal Soldier Gui]] rmo Cifuentes Ordz was suspended on July |
26 fc_:r his alleged involvement inl tite homicide of Yavier Cubillos Torres, Wilder -
Cubillos Torres, and Eriberto Delghdo Marales on March 18, 2005, in Laguna de
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28.

29.

" alleged involvement in the homicid

Buiti 6n was suspended on August 1 for his
and torture of Daniel Arismendi in October

1993 in Ciicuta (Norte de Santan er).

Army Subofticial Edilberto Go

Army Subofficial Efrain Nifio ;:;izas wus suspended on August 2 for his
allgged involyement in the homlic" e and 1orture of Daniel Arismendi in October

1993 in Ciicuta (Norte de Smﬁnd&).

;
Army Calonel William Robertoide Valle was suspended on August 11 for his

alleged involvement in the homicyde and forture of Daniel Arismendi in October
1993 in Cucuta (Norte de Santapq'ﬁ.r). -
N

Army Subofficial Pedro José Gi:'amizo was suspended on August 30 for his
alleged involvement in the deaths!of Leovigildo Castellanos, Dumar Castellanos,
Gustavo Jaramillo Orjuela, and!J q;':zl‘.é Igne. io Gutiérrez on December 20, 1992, in
the hamlet of Puerto Unién in thelmunicipality of El Castillo (Meta).

|
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SECTION 536(a)(\(3

Seetion 536(1)(2)(B) of the FY 2006 FQ AA requires a determination that:

The Colombian government is gorously investigating and prosecuting those
members of the Colomblan Armged Forces, of whatever rank, who have been
credibly alleged to have commitged gross vielations of human rights,
including extra-jndicial killingsor to huave aided or abetted paramilitary
organizations, and is promptly gunishing those members of the Colombian
Armed Forces found to have eofamitted such violations of human rights or to

have ajded or abetted paramili _'5 organizations,

The civilian Prosecutor General sfQffice ( Fiscalia) is the lead Government of
Colombia agency in the investigation an

Fiscalia hias 2 Human Rights Unit that idéludes 13 satellite offices in seven regional
capitals. As of December, the unit had-4 7 prasecutors and was handling 3,800 cases, or
approximately 80 cases per prosecutor.

In general, the change in Colombia’s judivial system (from an inquisitorial system
to a new oral accusatory system) has reghlted in more rapid investigation and
adjudication of allegations of human ri .'_._'J violutions by the Prosecutor General’s
Office. The Prosecutor General’s Officg has stated its continued commitment to
resolving all allegations of human rights:violations. However, progress on those being



evidentiary items, in¢Juding intelligence ’ ports, hallistics, and witness testimonies.
Preparatory hearings began on October 3! On Q. tober 12 another preparatory hearing
was held at the request of the defense, which has appealed the charges. The trial began
i Cali on December 18. The soldiers plgd not guilty, saying they acted in accordance
with military procedure. ‘

On July 11, the Prosecutor General’s Offic ¢ assigned a specialized Prosecutor
General in Pasto to investipate the death: f José Pedro Pascue Caitias of the Corinto
indigenous community and injury of 38 dther ni mbers of indigenous groups following
alleged excessive use of foree by the Armpy’s 3" Hrigade and the National Police’s
Mobile Anti-Disturbance Squad (ESMAID) during a May 13 demonstration by
indigenous and Afro-Colombian groups dffiliate.] with the “National Itinerant Summit
of Social Organizations.” After further review, the Prosecutor General ordered that the
investigation be assigned to the Prosecutgr Gene:al’s Human Rights Unit. The
investigation is in the evidence collectio stage (ctapa preliminar). On October 3, the
Prosecutor General assigned the case to 4 Specialized Prosecutor (Fiscalia 26
Especializado). : : :

In November, the Prosccutor General’s office sentenced Army Lienrenant Sandro
Quintero Carrefio to 38 years in prison afjd Arry subofficial Pedro Jose Barrera
Cipagauta to 15 years in prison for aggnJJ ated homicide in the La Cabuya massacre.
The massacre oceurred on November 19:20, 1998, (during the night and early morning)
in Tame (Arauca), when members of thejgroup *'[.0s Macetos” killed five people,
among them a pregnant woman, after acqusing tliem of being FARC collaborators.
Both of thos¢ sentenced were accused offguarding the area while.the group execnied the
s of the 16™ Brigade’s 25" Counterguerilla

Baralion “Héroes de Paya.”

vestigiating allegations of 29 cases of

The Government of Colombia is
memburs of the Army’s 4™ Brigade, described

extrajudicial killings, allegedly involving
in a 2006 report by the Office of the Hig

Antioguia Department’s Inter-Institutional Corunittee for Human Rights expressed its
concern regarding the alleged killings, ad the C,overnment of Colombia committed to
investigate the incidents and to take previentativ: measures against future incidents. Of

remaining 27 are being investigated by tlie
September, the Prosecutor General’s Offfce has issned seven preventative detention
orders in two of its cases. N '
!
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On August 17, the Prosecutor General’s ()ffice opened an investigation into the
Augusi 9 homicide of five members of the Awa indigenous community -- Blanca
Adclaida Ortiz, Mérleni Pai Burbano, Segundo Jairo Ortiz Taicus, Juan Dinalso Mor4n,
and Jesiis Mauricio Ortiz - in Altaquer (Narifio). In Seprember, investigators from the
Prosecutor Gieneral's Human Rights Unit traveled to the area and collected testimony.
On September 6, the Prosecutor General’s Offic:: commissioned the help of Pasto’s
Technical Investigative Body to locate 19 potential witnesses so that the Human Rights
Unit could take their statements, The |Office stared that the five homicides on August 9
shared characteristics with past homicides in the area. It is conducting an active
investigation into the August 9 hormcldes and pogsible lmks to old cases.

In the investigation into the Fchruary 20- 1, 2005, massacre of eight people at
San José de Apartad6 (Antioquia), allegedly witli military or FARC involvement, the
Prosecutor General's Office ordered the collecton of evidence on March 22, including
testimony from members of the 17" Engade From May 1 - 3, investigators from the
Office took stetements from members of the 17" Brigade’s 47" Infantry Battalion
(“General Francisco de Paula Vélez”) and the 33" Counter-Guerilla Rattalion (“Cacique
Lutaima”), among others. The Proscctitor General’s Office reported difficulty
collecting evidence from witnesses, niany of whom are members of the peace
community now located in La Ho]andrtn who sav they are not comfortable giving
testimony to the Prosecutor General’® Ofﬁcc Members of the Peace Community say
they will allow the Inspector General’s Office access to witnesses, however, the
Prosecutor General has difficulty collecting information collected this way due to
differing evidence collection procedu;.,s and protocol.

‘The human rights performancq of many of the Army’s units is improving, but

allegations of human rights violations snd collu-ion with paramilitary groups continue,
most notably against the Army’s lqg%pgade 'I'he Government of Colombia has stated
that it remains committed to addressing; these concerns. As reported in the May 30,
2006, certification, the Ministry of Défense issucd Directive 3 on February 28, which
mandated improvement of the humaw rights perlormance of the 17" Brigade and
developed two strategies for doing Tlus. (1) a gpecial program of human rights and
international humanitarian law training iand (2) the strengthening of the mechanisms of
investigation and attention to complmn and peiitions bronght forth by communittes in
the Brigade’s zone of operation (Umﬁé*l:cg on iz Northern Colombia), In furtherance of
this Directive, on August 1 the Conngaander of the Army issued a separate directive,-
which elaborates this plan, puts it mte cﬁ'act as of September 4, and ontlines the
mechanisms to investigate complamtga, pspecnal those raised by the Peace Community
of San José de Apartadé. ‘Fj :
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As a result of the Army Commanger’s dirctive, a legal advisor was assigned to
the 17" Brigade to act as Operational Judicial A«visor. He will examine operations
ffom a human rights perspective, contripute to human rights training for the Brigade and -
liaise with the Ministry of Defense's Htman Rig hts Office and the Ministry of
Defense’s Legal Office. The 17" Brigade Conunander 1s also working with the
Tnspector General’s Office to revamp it§ human rights training plan, which would serve
as (he model for all other Brigades. ThE 17" Brigade has ercated a committee that
meets every 15 days to review investigitions an complaints regarding the 17" Brigade
and sénd a report on its findings every #imester o the Inspector General’s Office of
Administrative, Disciplinary, and Judigtal Control. For its part, the Inspector General's:
Office of Administrative, Disciplmaryj and Judi:ial Control is implementing a system
for tracking the status of investigatiomﬁ f allegeJ human rights violations by the
Brigade in order to ensure that the Armed Force: cooperates fully in the investigation of
these cases and implements all ncccss_",“ sancrions. The Judicial Advisor to the Army
has catalogued, and is following up onljeach of ihe 507 allegations of human rights
abuses by the 17" Brigade posted on the Peace (.ommunity of San José de Apartadd’s
web page. b

i 3

(1]
In the investigation into the Iul}‘qil 997 massacre in Mapiripin (Meta), two
Colombian military officials (General'®scétegu) and Lt. Col. Orozco) and three AUC
menbers (Leonardo Montoya 1"’111:&:1111)‘:1,T Francis. o Enrique Gémez Vergario, and
Amoldo Vergara Trespalacios) remaitiicharged with the deaths of at least 30 civilians in
the case. On May 30, the Prosecutor General dismissed the murder charges against José
Pastor Gaitin Avila in this case. In ¢ aily June 2006, the judge ordered the collection of
additione) evidence, including declarations, and one person gave a declaration, The
Specialized Ninth Cireuit Court of Bagpta concluded heafings for Uscategui, Orozco,

iy

and Vergara in July 2005, and recomihended & -40-year sentence for Usctegui.
However, the judge in the case has ycH {0 15506 & decisionl in part because, to meet other
judicial needs, he was assigned to the!§aperior Courts in Bogoté and Cundinamarca
from June 2 to July 31, 2006.° ﬁ'{ ' ‘

? A carrection is necded regarding the cases this jud 2gs handling. The Jast certification reported that on Fobrasry 14, the
Director of the Presidential Program for Human Rightfrequested t1ie Presidency of the Administrative wing of the Supreme
Counil of the Judiciary (CST) apply judicia] vigi emce¥ " warlanaic judicial ) 10 this case, an administrative mechanism
es?abhshed to ensure the .oﬂicmk of the judicial branag are able w develop their work in an efficient mamner, As 4 result of
this request, the certification said the Supreme Councifof the Judh iary ruled tha the judge handling the Uscategui case be
ralieved of all bthe:f cageg in hig_warklaad 10 anable '.u 10 focis exclusively on this one, The Government of Colombia
subrequensly providad information that judiefal vigi b meand the judpe was relieved of receiving new cases, leaving him
with respansibility for the Mairipan ease, s well a&:s other pering cases at that time.. '
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The Prosecutor General’s Officé contimues to investigate the April 19, 2005 _
homicide and torture of 12 young adults ~ all relutives of leaders of the Yurumangui
community — in Buenaventura (Valle c}é Cauca), allegedly by paramilitary forces with
collusion by the Colombian National Police. On April 28, 2005, the Office detained
nine alleged paramilitary members in connection with the case and on March 17,
authorities indicted them ¢n homicide charges in connection with the case. The nine
were on trial as of the end of 2006 and remain in detention.

Likewise, the investigation continugs into the August 5, 2004 homicide of three
trade union Jeaders in Arauca, allegetﬂf by a squad from the Army’s 18" Brigade
(“Reveiz Pizarro™). On September 6, 2004, the )'rosecutor General’s Office detained
four military officials in connection with the casc (Lieutentant Juan Carlos Ordofiez
Cafion, and Professional Soldiers Jhon ‘Alejandr.; Herndndez Sudrez, Walter Loaiza
Culma, and Oscar Saul Cuta Hernéndez) and on: civilian (Daniel Cabellero Rozo). As
teported in the last certification, the Office began the trial in this case on March 19. The
public hearing for the case was completed Nove:nber 21 and the officials remain in
detention. In addition, on May 18, the Inspector General’s Office charged four officials
and three soldiers with violating Interntional Himanitarian Law.

— )

As reported in the previous certification, (ho trial in the case of the December 13,
1998 aerial borobing that killed 17 people in Santo Domingo (Azanuca) remains
suspended. The Prosecutor General’s|Human R ghts Unit suspended the trial in :
November 2005 to allow time for the.¢ollection of further evidence, procedural motions
to by the Prosecutor General’s Office,jand to allow adequate time to bear all of the
scheduled testimony. :.‘- '

There has been some progress _:!i'lnl the inve: tigation into the October 15, 2005,
disappearance and homicide of Afro-Colombian leader Orlando Valencia in Belén de
Bajira (Choc6) by paramilitary forces, allegedly with collusion by the Colombian
National Police. On Qctober 23, the i{]}c»secmmr General’s Office charged Herman de
Josus Mufioz Gonadlez, alias “Dioméﬁb's', ” for )i alleged role in the aggravated
homicide of Valencia; he remains ini‘x.qyentati\-c detention. On October 9, the Office
opened an investigation into the alle "T?j"{mvo]w;mmt of two members of the Colombian
National Police in the vase. Leadingip to this, on May 25, United Self-Defense Forces
of Colombia (AUC) membeqﬁ.lvam: idilla Medina, alias “El Boxeadar,” plead guilty
to charges of aggravated homicide ankj criminal conspiracy for his involvement in the |
cas¢, and on May 26, his cas¢ was regpitted to tie Special Circuit Court of Antioquia for
decision. He is being held in Cambi En’son, 120 kilometers north east of Bogota.
After reviewing new evidence, the Prpsecutor General’s Office arrested AUC member

fuljo César Silva Borja, alias|“E] Eneno” or “El Indio,” ori September 6, He was
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detained after a September 15 preven
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m'e deteniion and remains in custody. .

Detentions by the P[oggggtor'Gené J& Cfﬁu lFigcalia)
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(5) Army Professional Soldier Alvaro Yeison Acosta S4nchez
(suspended from|Armed Forces on February 19)

(6) Army Third Corporal Sergio Andrés Muriel Quiroga
(administrative proceedings undervay to suspend from Armed Forces)

The Prosecutor General’s Office detained two members of the Army’s 6™
Brigade, upon an order of preventive detcation issued May 19, on credible
evidence of aggravated homicide, aggrav.ied forced disappearance, and
aggravated torture for his involvement with paramilitary forces in the murders of
Jhon Jairo Iglesias Sa[izar, Araceli Londnfio Varona, Ananias Mojica, and Jegis
Antonio Céspedes Salrﬁ'ada- (alias José Céspedes) an November 2, 2003 along the
Potosi hamlet in Cajamarca (Tolima). (Case Number 1893)
(7) Army Captain ;Iuan Carlos Rodriguez Agndelo
(retired from the Armed Forces on May 23, 2005)
(8) Army First Corporal Francisco Blanco Estéban
(suspended framf Armed Forces on June 10)

I

The Prosecutor Genera|l detained 15 members of the Army, upon an order of
preventive detention jssued June 2, on credible evidence of aggravated homicide -
for their alleged involvement in'‘the May .2 attack on 2 ten-man Counter-
Narcatics Police Unit slmd their civilian giiide in Jamundi (Valle de Cauca), as
discussed at the beginning of this section The 15 were also dismissed from the
- military under the Commander’s discretinary authority to dismiss personnel - -
“without cause. '

(9) Army Colonel Byron [Caraval Osorio

(10) Army Lieuteuant Harrison Eladio Castro Aponte

(11) Army Vice Fifst Sergeant Jaime Humberto Montenegro Castadieda

(12) Army Soldier Carlos Fernando Erazo Riascos

(13) Army Soldier Luis Eduardo Carvajal Peralta

(14) Army Soldier|Nelson Enrique David Posso

(15) Army Soldier José Alfredo Parra Mantilla

(16) Army Soldier|José Géiner Pejiarada Diaz

(17) Army Sergeant José Aurelio Palacio Mosgquera

(18) Army Third Corporal Elber Jestis Osorio Gonzalez

(19) Army Soldier Julio César Rose¢ro Mestizo

(20) Armny Soldier WilsonjRafael Bohdérquez Pineda

(21) Army Soldler Mauricio Arcingel Ramirez Gallego

(22) Army Soldier Adolfo Emilio Riaiio Caleflo

(23) Army Soldier Julifin Andrés Pomeo Moreno
|

R
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The Prosecutor General detained (24) Arimy Subofficial Pedro José Guarnizo,
upon an order of preventive detention issued July 4, .0on credible evidence of ‘
aggravated homicide as described in Articles 340, 103, and 104 of the penal code
for his alleged involvement in the deaths of Leovigildu Castellanos, Dumar -
Castellanos, Gustavo Jaramillo Orjuela, and José Ignacio Gutiérrez on December
20, 1992 in the hamlet of Puerto Unidn iu the municipality of El Castillo (Meta).
Guarmizo was suspended from the Arme Tiorces on August 30. (Case Number -
950)

The Prosecutor General detained nine members of the Cacique Timaco Battalion
of the Army’s Third Brigade (including tie¢ commander), upon an order of
preventive detention issued July 7, on cr¢ dible evidence of aggravated homicide

for his alleged involvement in the murde: s of Javier Cubillos Torres, Wilder
Cubillos Torres, and Eriberto Delgado Murales on March 18, 2005 in Laguna de
Primavera, Paramo del Sumapaz (Meta). (Case Number 2135)
(25) Army Sublieutenant Camilo Jnvier Romero Abril (commander)
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)
(26) Army Second Corporal Elkin Parra Sierra
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 21)
(27) Army Professional Soldier Juan Basto Florez
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)
(28) Army Professional Soldier Alonso Basto-Jairo
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)
(29) Army Professional Soldier Mai co Gabiriel Santana Robayo
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)
(30) Army Soldiex Carlos Alberto Heredia Botello
(retired from the Armeﬁ Forces November 30, 1995)
(31) Army Professional Seldier Jhon Alexander Londofio
(administrative proceedings undirway 1o suspend from Armed Forces)
(32) Army Professional S?lgli:r Julio César Ayala Murallas
(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)
(33) Army Professional S&Idier Guillermo Cifuentes Ortiz -

(suspended from Armed Forces on July 26)

The Prosecutor General’s Ofﬂce-detalnt:r[ five members of the Army, uponan -
order of preventative detentior issued July 14, for homicide of a protected person
and conspiracy to commit muerr in the August 2003 murder of Ever de Jests
Montero Mindiola of the Kﬂnkuamn indiyenous community in Valledupar
(César). The Qffice also brought charge: ngainst civilians Mario José Fuentes
Montafio and Geiber José Fuenxes Montaiio for homicide of a protected pexson
i
I I,
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and congpiracy to commit mugd%. (Case Number 1874)

(34) Army Third Corporal Carlos Antonio Pacheco Ramirez

(35) Army Professional Soldjer Hugo Alberto Martinez Delgado

(36) Army Professional Sol!tﬁer Juan Carlos Soto Sepilveda

(37) Army Professional Soldier Jovicr Yesid de Avila Alquerque

(38) Axmy Sub-Lieutenant José Moreno Trigos
The Prosecutol; General’s Officeldetained cight members of the Army, upon an
order of preventative detention issued Julv |7, for the alleged homicide of a
protected person in the murder of Juan Enenias Daza Carrillo, member of the
Kankuamo Indigenous comurif);y in Valledupar (César). (Case Number
3139/165633) | s

(39) Army Lientenant Carles Andrés Lora Cabrales

(40) Army|Third Corporaf]} ésar Augusto Mosquera Guerrer

(41) ArmyProfessional SQI#‘ier Rodolifo Martinez Rios

(42) Army Professional qu‘giei- Aduir Tarazona Rios

(43) Army Professional Sujﬂier Everaldo Antonio Martinez

(44) Army Professional Soldier Abel Salcedo Jiménez

(45) ArmyiProfessional Sq] fier Luis Hernando Salgado Flérez

(46) ArmyjProfesslunal Soldier Edgar David Ramos Medina

C

In September, the Prosecutor-General's Oifice preventatively detained six
members of the Army’s 11" Bijgade for 11.eir alleged participation in the murders
of two civilians (Mario Miguel Pineda Péi ¢z, the brother of former member of
Congress Eleonoro Pineda, ahdl- niz Orozco Heméndez) in Tierralta (Cordoba)
on October 12, 2005. Troops frgm the Junin Batallion of the 11" Brigade had

allegedly reported the two as h' ng died in combat; though witnesses alleged

they were executed. A :
(47) Vice First Sergeant Fjavio César Sanchez Rivera
(48) First Corporal Albeirg/Vargas Gaitan
(49) Lieutenant Edwin Alberto Fugeredo Mesa

(50) Professional Sul dleg{
(51) Professlonal Soldier Liuls Miguc! Solano Ramos

(52) Professional Soldjer Daro Yengiis Silva |
g |

The Prosecutor General detametf|(53) Army Soldier Miguel Angel Molina
Delgado upon an order of pr" tive deteition issued October 6, on credible
svidence of homicide and traffigking firce: mg owned by the Armed Forces, for
allegedly Jaunching a grenade ‘i'o a house on September 14, 2005, which caused
the death of a minor and injm:'i = o three 'penple. : -
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The following 12 individuals remaih in preventative detention and suspended from the
Armed Forces, as noted in the May:30, 2006, certification;
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Army Soldier Jair Hurtado Cuesta

Army Soldier Arturo Caicédo Mosquery

Army Second Sergeant Alexander Ledvzma Carona Lenin
Army Soldier Carlos Alberta | Heredia liotello

Army Lieutenant Colonel .]oi'ge Eliécer Plazas Acevedo
Army Sergeant Guillerme Lezano Guerrero

Army Soldier Marco Antonie-Gueche érez

Army Soldier Edilberto Marin Malatesta

Army Soldier Omar Beltrin Blanco

Army Third Corporal OScﬂr Javier Angel Gonzélez
Army Second Sergeant Suescun Wilson Casallas

Army Soldier Alenpifen Rodr!guez Bermvdez

Indictments by the Prosecutor General ’s Office gEgscalial

Between January and December 2006, thr- Prosecutor General’s Office indicted

56 military personnel (resolucidnes dF acusacion) involved in nine cases of alleged
human rights violations and initiated tral proce: dings against them in civilian courts
(informarion on suspensions from thé mﬂnary provided where available as of the end of
the year). i

A.

On January 17, the Prosecutor ﬁ‘reneml‘s O)ffice indicted (1) Army Professional
Soldier Manuel Vence Cibis, from the Army’s Albardon Battery, for aggravatc:d
homicide in the murder of Alcn:lcs Pacheco Sanguino on March 12, 2002 in
Pueblo Bello (César). On Febrﬂary 27, 1he Office also indicted eight additional
members of the Army’s Albardon Battery, which was in Pueblo Bello for the
elections held March 10, 2002 rfnr Romicide of a person in the same case whose
identity was protected. & i '
(2) Army Captain Ivin Anﬂrés Gonz4lez Villafane
(suspended from Arme|d Forces on. lanuary 10)
(3) Army First Vice Sergerﬁt Luis Germén Solarte Mora
(suspended from Armed Forces on Lecember 15, 2005)
(4) Army Third Corporal [Jhon Alexander Varén Franco
(suspended from Arme, FS orces on ecember 15, 2005)
(5) Army Professional Sl er David Aleyser Tapias Arias
(suspended from Amed orces on January 4)
(6) Army Pr ofessmual S?I er Yelmiu Valoyes Murillo
I
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(suspended from Amed Forces on January 4)

(7) Army Professional Sn!dier Héctur Andrés Lapez.
(suspended from Armed Forces on January 4)

(8) Army Professional Soidlet' Hereherto de Jesiis Granda Valle
(suspended from Armed Forrex on January 4)

(9) Army Professional Sof]dier Oscar Albeiro Cano Tabares

On Jamuary 30, the Prosecutor Gcl‘ieral’s Office indicted seven members of the -
Army’s Company B (includi:%g th]: commander), assigned to Counterguerilla
Battalion Number 6 (*Pijaos”), for their alleged violation of the norms desctibed
in Title II and Article 135 of the p{enal code through their involvement in the
murders of Nolberto Mendoza Rcycs, Albiero Mendoza Reyes, Tulio César
Santana Reyes, Yamile Uruefla Arango, and Cristian Albeiro Mendoza Uruefia
along the Potosi hamlet in Cajamarca (Tolima). (Case Number 2102)
(10) Army Secund Sergeant A]examhr Ledezma Cardona Lenin
(commander, suspended from Armed Forces January 21, 2005, as noted
in August 2005 certifi car:on)
(11) Army Professional Soldier Jhon Jairo Guzindn Gallego
(suspended from Armédforces on September 16, 2005)
(12) Army Professional Soldier Albeiro Pérez Duque
(suspended from Armed Férce's September 9, 2005 as noted in May 2006
- certification) |
(13) Army Professional Solﬂier Noel Bnﬁez Pérez
(suspended from Armed Ferces on September 20, 2003)
(14) Army Professional Soldier Jaire Sebastién Quintero Riafio
(suspended from Armea‘ Forces on September 19, 2005)
(1 5) Army Professional Suldiﬁr Jhon Taire Vizeaya Rodriguez

(suspended from Armed Fﬁ[arces on September 16, 2005)
(16) Army Professional So]dler Luis 'ernando Ramos Martineg
(suspended from Armed F quces on Seprember 19, 2005)

On February 20, the Prosecutor Gcncral" Nffice indicted seven members
(including the commander) of the “Pa.ntera Uno” Squad from the Army’s 12
Infantry Battalion (*Alfonso ) qsalva Ilorez”) for homicide and erimunal
conspiracy in the murders of Wllman Guillermo Arriaga Arboleda and Jefferson
Moreno Lépez on July 24, 2005!in Condoto (Chocd). (Case Number 2280)
(17) Army Sergeant Octavioide Jesis Palacio Taborda
(commander, suspenaled fmm Armed Forces September 15, 2 005,
noted in May 2006 ¢ mﬁmnon)
(18) Army Soldier Yeller A:Jee Rios

.'.'JT
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(suspended from Armed Forces S prember 9, 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification)

(19) Army Soldier Zamir Cérdoba Rodriguez
(suspended from Armed Forces S. ptember 9, 2005, as m)ted in May 2006
certification)

(20) Army Soldier Jarinson Garcia Chaverra -
(suspended from Armed Forces S: ptember 9, 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification) '

(21) Army Soldier Wilmar Antaonio Cérdoba Mena '
(suspended from Armed Forces Scptember 9, 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification)

(22) Army Soldier David Diaz Gil Bairson
(suspended from Armed Forces Se ptember 9, ?005 as noted in May 2006
certification)

(23) Army Soldier Jerson Amado Cirdoba Moqquera
(suspended from Armed Forces S p:ember 9, 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification)

On April 18, the Prosecutor General's Office indicted three members of the Army
for aggravated criminal conspiracy, as defined in Article 342 of the penal code, in
the murders of 40 people by armed men in Nueva Venecia and Sitio Nuevo
(Magdalena) on November 22, 2000. The armed men allegedly killed those they
encountered on their way to the sites and those on a list they brought with them
which indicated who was engaged in advancing tbe Jabor rights of ﬁshclmen

(Case Number 935)

(24) Army First Vice Sergeant Serglo Salazar Soto
(25) Army Professional Soldier Ramjro Antonio Alaredn Guerra

(26) Army Professional Soldier Albeiro de Jesiis Garcia Rendfm

On April 26, the Prosecutor Gcncml s Office mdmted two members of the Army
for homicide in the murder of. Octavw Cas\afio Qumtero on December 17, 2004,
in Aguas Claras, Granada (Meta).-
(27) Army Major Wﬂsun‘()rlandn Tisarde Cérdenas
(suspended from Armed Farces Seprember 9 2005 as noted in May 2006 -
certification) :
(28) Army First Vice Sergennt Antouio José G,'arcia Caicedo
(suspended from Armed Forces Sepiember 9 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification) ‘i
On May 5, the Prosecutor Geneml 8 Office mdmtcd fl 1 membiérs of the Army for
'I

oy
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aggravated homicide, hdnappqng, Lnd intent to kidnap in the kidnapping and.
murder of Victor Hugo Maestre Rodngm 7, member of the Kankuama indigenous
community, and the attempted; kxdnappm ¥ of two other members of the
Kankusma community, Rafaef Enrique Maestre Fuentes and Eliécer Enrique
Maestre Céceres, on October 4, 2004, in . Antanquez, Valledupar (César).
(29) Army Lientenant Elkin eonanlo Burgos Suiirez -
(suspended from Armed Forces 8 ptember 1, 2005, as noted in May 2006
certification) '
(30) Army Third Corporal P dro Andrés Cubillos Bolfvar
(suspended from Armed Forces Scprember 1, 2003, as noted in May 2006
certification) ' ,
(31) Army then-Third Corporal Elkin Rojas
(removed from Armed Forces on +lugust 8, 2003, for being absent without
leave for more than 10 dajxs)
(32) Army Soldier Lender Jarman C astillo Sdnchez
(suspended from Armed Forces Seprember 9, 2003, as noted in May 2006
certification) ‘T
(33) Army Soldier Luis Carlos Macstre Montero
(suspended from Arméd Forces Seprember I : 2005, as noted in May 2006
cettification) |
(34) Army Soldier Luls Carloh Pachaco Bolafios :
(suspended from Armed Fo orces Seytember 1, 2005, as nm‘ed in May 2006
certification). ;
(35) Army Soldier Willinton Yera
(suspended from Armed F¢ grees December 1 3 2005, as noted in May
2006 certification) |
(36) Army Soldier Juan Maniael Mejia Rodriguez

(suspended from Armed Forces December l 3 2003, as noted in May
2006 certification) '

(37) Army Soldier Albert! Dmlld Pertuz Plata : ' :
: (suspended from, Armed Fo orces Dec ember 13, 2005, as noted in May

2006 certification) | | - “. -
38) Army Soldier Heber! de sns eralta Gonlza
( ]( suspended from Armed F rces Dcember 13 2005, as noted in May
2006 certification) .
© (39) Army Soldier Fernando f 0sé Rodriguez Gonzélez
(suspended from Armed Forces D¢ cember 13 2005, as noted in May

2006 certification) | ',‘ : L

On June 9, the Prosecutor Gr:xizrzdi.'sE Offic: indicted eight Army:-soldiers from the
' |
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Anti-extortion and Kidnapping Unit (CA £S) (including the commander) assigned
to the 5" Mechanized Brigade (“Maza™) lor aggravated homicide and torture of
Daniel Arismendi in October 1993 in Ciicuta (Norte de Santander). The Unit

allegedly allowed the insurgent g%@mp Ejereito Popular de Liberacién (EPL) to
keep Arismendi in captivity in Clieuta and murder him after the EPL kidnapped
him in Venezuela. (Case Numb 3987?

(40) Colonel Willlam Roberto de Vulle
(suspended from Armed Forces on August 11)
(41) Army Subofficia) César!Alfonsn Maldonado Vidales
(suspended from Armed 'F'grces on May 4, 2001, removed from the Armed
Forces using the Commander's discretional authority on &pril 27, 2009)
(42) Army Subofficial Efrafn'Niilo |'lazas
(suspended from Armed Forces on August 2)
(43) Army Subofficial Edilbérto Goyes Buitron
(suspended from Armed FT' Ifarces on August 1)
(44) Army Subofficial Jairo Granja Hurtado
(45) Army Subofficial Jesas Il-iernando Laguado Sudrez
(46) Army SubofTicial José Gregorio Jerndndez Hernsndez
(voluntarily retired from Armed [ »rces on July 10)
(47) Army Subofficial José Misael ¥ alero Santana
| |
On Qctober 2, the Prosecutor Getﬂn}tral’s (O ffice indicted three Army soldiers for
the February 1, 1988 murder of Germén 7 apata Escué, member of the Pdez
indigenous community. All threejremain in preventative detention as trial
proceedings continues, This casethad been with the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights for 18 years, i
- (48)Lieutenant Colonel Jorge Alber (o Navarro Devia
(49) First Sergeant Roberto Camacho Riaiio

(50) Vice First Sergeant Evel}" Ospina

The Prosecutor General indicted ﬁjijx merclers of the Army on December 6 for
torture as defined by Article 178 of the penal code and acts covered under Article
111 of the same code for their alléged involvement in the torture and sexual
assault of 21 soldiers at the Military’s Insiruction and Training Center (CIE) in
Piedras (Tolima) on January 25. The six 1cmain in preventative detention as trial
proceedings continue, (Case Number 3155) _ -
(51) Army First Corporal .Ioﬁff: Rafavl Tarazona Villamizar
(adminismrarive proceedings unde) way to suspend from Armed Forces)
(52) Army Third Corporal Edfwin Alberto Avila Mesa
(administrative proceedinjs under way to suspend from Armed Forces)
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(53) Army Third Corpora Hugo Alberto Mestra Agudelo -
_ (administrative proceedings undérway to suspend from Armed Forces)

(54) Army Third Corporal Jairo AJonso Lora Fuentes
(administrative proceedmgs undcrway to suspend from Armed Forces)

(55) Army Professional So}dier Alvaro Yeison Acosta Sdnchez
(suspended from Armed Forces v February 19)

(56) Army Third Corpora] Sergio Andrés Muriel Quiroga
(administrative proceedmgs underway to suspend ﬁ*om Armed Forces)

Continuation of Proceedings by Pr secutor (.eneral’s Oﬂ'ic

‘During 2006, the Prosecuior General’s Q1fice continued judicial proceedings

- against 36 members of the Armed Forces for viJations of human rights and for
collaborating with paramilitary grO'.-'ipls.

1

Preparatory hearings are bemg eld in the Fifth Circuit Court (Quinto Penal del
Circuito) for Army Professmn 1 Soldier José Alirio Angulo Gonzalez, of the

Army’s 37th Counterguenlla ttalmn, who is charged with ho:mclde and illegal

. transfer of arms. (Case Numb 2006-00 07—00)

Public hearings are being helﬁ iri the First Circuit Court of Antioghia (Primero

Penal del Circito de Annoqmé) for Army Third Corporal Wilson Ortiz
Garcfa who is charged wz&&&ggmvaled theft and illegal production and
trafficking of arms and mumtldns for the Armed Forces and personal use.
(Case Number 2005-0108)

|
]

. The case involving Army Suiaqixartém:a ster General L. Ballestas Arevalo,

charged with criminal conspiracy for assisting. paramﬂuar_l,r groups, was sent to
the Supreme Conrt of Justice: ((ES]') to resulve Jnrxsdlcnonal dlscrcpanmes
(Case Number 05-028) W

Public hearings arc being held _ thc Specialized C1rcu1t Court of Arauca (Penal
del Circuito Especializado de '_'_'uca) for Army Soldler Jairo Humberto
Gonzéilez Cuellar who is chargéd with ac gravated hormmde and criminal
conspiracy. (Case Number 20 5 ’[}056)

. Public hearings are being held in: the Special Clrcult|Cou:t of Arauca (Pcnal del

Circuito Especializado de Aranca) for Ariny Soldier Juan Carlos Ordofiez
Caiion who is charged with aggravatnd homicide. (Case Number 2005-060)
] |
X
Trial proceedings also conunqq altgamst the followqu individuals, whose cases
i -
S ]
ih |
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were listed in the memorandum of jusnﬁcamn accompanying the May 30 and August
1. 2005, certifications: i

6. Army Secand Sergeant Vtctor Manue! Sanchez Sanchez

7. Army First Corporal Andrés David Castro Olaya

8. Army Second Corporal Luis Alejandio Barrera Fuentes
9. Army Soldier Oscar Satl C‘uta Hernandez Suﬁrez

(awaiting sentencing)

10. Army Soldier Jhon Alexan‘der Hernfundez Suarez
(awaiting sentencing) ?

11. Army Soldier Walter Loniza Cuma
{awaiting sentencing) ‘ .

12. Army General Jaime Huriiberto Uscategni (retired)

(awaitmﬁ senzencmﬁ/ f

13. Air Force Captain César Romero Padilla
(awaiting sentencing) i

14. Air Foree Lieutenant Johan Jiménez Valencla
(awaiting sentencing)

15. Air Force Technician Marlo Herndnd.z Acosta
(awaiting sentencing) g

4

16. Army Soldier Luis S‘alo:nd!n Puerto Acero
(awaiting sentencing) o
17.Army Soldier Juan Carlos Vﬁsguez
(awaiting sentencing)
18. Army Soldier Raul EmmoLmano Ortiz
19. Army Soldier Carlos Alberto Perez Pallares
20. Army Corporal Redrigo Estéhan Benuvides Ospina
21 "Army Corporal Arturo Alexan“der Pincdo Rivadeneira
22, Army Captain Gustavo Rengifo Moreno
73. Army Second Sergeant Arguimedes Vargas Coea
24. Army Sergeant Garzon Edgar,Garcia
23, Army Lieutenant Gustavo/Adolfo Gutiérrez Barragﬁn
26. Army Soldier Orbien Gmﬁdn Sanabria '
27. Army Soldier Juan de Jesis Garcia Walteros
28. Army Soldier Sergio Femaéndqz Romero
29. Army Soldier Carlos Albefto Buila Bolafios
30. Army Second Corporal Jorge Bednya Ayala

(appealing sentence of 27 years in prison for aggravated homicide and criminal

conspiracy by Third Specialized Judge of Neiva on March 14, 2005) %)
31. Army Second Corpors] Wﬂsnn Caviedes Saenz |

?

I .
ii. : |
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(appealing sentence of 30 years in prison for aggravared homicide and criminal
conspiracy by Third Specialized Judge uf Neiva on March 14, 2005)

32. Army Solider Arnoldo Gufl Barrios

33. Army Captain Jaime Qullfte ) Valencia
(appealing sentence of 30 yeqrs in prison for aggmvared homicide and cnm:na!
conspiracy by Third Specialized Judge of Neiva on March 14, 2005)

34. Army Professional SoldierFary Zdfiya Otero

35. Army Sergeant Hugo Mnrenmf?eﬁa 0
36. Army Second Corporal Peﬂro{Barrel a Cipagauta
,¢ |,» |
Resolution of Cases by Prosecutor General’s Office
Between January and Noverpber, "~ the Prosecutor General’s Oﬂice concluded
case proceedings against 17 memhers ofithe Armed Forces for violations of human
1ights and for collaborating with pa);a.tmhtary g oups, including against three officials
named in past certifications. In 12 of tﬁesc casts, the Prosecutor General’s Ofﬁcc
handed down sentences. £{ -
h' 1-
1. Army Lieutenant Juan Cat{ios|0rdunu Cafién’ was parolled by Third
Criminal Court of Ciicuta on Fzﬁ'ruaxy 13

!“-\J

illega)-use of uniforms by theiSpecialized Circnit Court (Penal de Circuito

Army Soldier Qscar E. Deiﬂn Oﬁate was scntcnccd on February 28, for
8
Especializado). (Case Num 0;23-06)

3. Army Lientenant Mihaly Isfvan Jorko Vasque.z* was acquitted of torture
charges by Third Spemahzedf minal Circuit Court of Villavicencio.
3. r-v
4. Army S3I\~ﬂN Roberto Antén yRedondo Guerra was sentﬁnced on March 28,
for illegal production and trafy ckmg of arrus and munitions for the Armed Forces
and personal use by the Specfalized Circuit Court of Cartagena (Penal Circuito

Especializado de Desconges 'n- ﬁ!e Cartapena). (Case Number 87-2006)

5. Marine Infantryman Jnlm 'Btgven Mm ales Ochoa was sentenced on

L9 ]

evof the pre\uous cerhﬁcaho‘n and determination.

ry through Apiil) that were included in the previous certification time
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6. Army Soldier Oscar Ivéni 6pez Chin erra was sentenced on April 19, for
homicide by the 21¥ Circult Court of Medellin (Veintiuno Penal de Circuito de
Medellin). (Case Number 2006-0228)

7. Army Major Jorge Enriq‘f e Jiménez ‘[ronscoso’ was acquitted by Specialized
Criminal Court of Annoquz on June 15

8. Army Third Corporal Andrés Dario ( astro Olaya was sentenced on June 22,
for aggravated homicide, ctiminal cons)iiracy, and kidnapping by the Second
Specialized Circuit Court off Antioquia | Segundo Penal del Circuito de
Antioguia). (Case Number2005-005€)

9. Army Major Jorge Enr-lq! e Jiménez 'Troncoso was sentenced on June 22, for
aggravated homicide, criminal conspira.:y, and kidnapping by the Second
Specialized Circuit Court ¢f Antioquia ( Segundo Penal del Circuito de
Antioquia). (Case Numbe2005-0056)

! .
10. Army Major Jorge Enrigme Jiménez Troncoso was also sentenced on June
~ 25, for exhorted kidnapping by the Second Specialized Circuit Court of

Antioguia (Segundo Penal fle) Circuito (|e Antioquia). (Case Number 2005-
0088). . '

11 Army Subofficial Willlam)de Jesiis Gomez Gomez was absol\re‘d of charges of
homicide and illegal trafficking of armg on July 5 by the Third Circuit Court
(Tercero Penal de) Clrcultd :

12. Army Captain Jorge Ale | nder Shnchez Castro’ was acquitted of consp:racy

charges by Superior Court of Antioquia on October 4.
| "
13. Army Corporal Edgar Enrique Mérquez Martinez was sentenced by
Second Specialized Court ¢f Cundinamiirca on October 30 to 190 months in

prison for the aggravated h nuclde charyze against him; acqmtted of the criminal
conspiracy charge.

_ | . _
Listad in May 30, 2006 or August 1, 2003, m-,hﬁcaﬁonasmviug uiel proceeding continving against them - © -

|
i
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14. Army Lientenant Sandro ':lQuintero Carrefio was sentenced in November to
38 years in prison for aggrayated homivide in the November 1998 massacre at

La Cabuya.

;: |
15. Army Subofficial Pedro J ‘Fsé Barrera Cipagauta was sentenced in November
to 15 years in prison for aggravated hornicide in the November 1998 massacre

at La Cabuya.

16. Army Captain Edgar Mafricio Arbetiez Sanchez’ was sentenced on
November 10 34 years and #¥o months in prison for aggravated homicide in the
deaths of Alonso Rincon Lébn and Josc Alfredo Castafieda in La Vega, Viotd
(Cundinamarca). 1

17. Army First Corporal Edefirdo Enrigue Marquez Martinez was sentenced
‘on November 14 to 15 years and 10 months in prison for aggravated homicide
in the deaths of Alonso Ringén Ledn ajd José Alfredo Castafieda in La Vega,
Viotd (Cundinamarca), | 5 1 -

The Military Penal Justice syktem contiriies to investigate end adjudicate cases
that the Progecutor General has detgrmined, in i.ccordance with the MOU described
below in Section (2)(2)(C), do not cpnstitute human rights violations.

The Military Penal Justice Syistem has opened an investigation into the April 10
homicide of 10 people, allegedly by soldiers from the 12® Mobile Brigade in the hamlet
of Sanza in San Juan de Arama (Mé4ta). According to Amnesty International, witnesses
allege that membersiof the Brigade gargeted ninurmed civilians who had sought refuge in
a school-house during combat in the area. A military prosecutor (Fiscalia 28 Penal

Militar) has been assigned to the case and is cui rently reviewing evidence to determine

o8 fer s; Oﬂ{\‘_e (Procura&urln) ;
Between January and June 2606, the Inspector General’s Office opened six
processes against 52:members of thg Armed Foices:

i

|
I
|
) |I
ot |

* Listed in May 10, 2006 or:August 1,2005, ¢ c:_sﬁon as haviny rial progeeding continuing against them
1 L . 1 o = .

This tme gmnd m_cludes four months (Janugry!through April) that were included in the previous certification time
period as this information was not available at thed ne.of the pred|. us certifieation and determination.
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On February 14, the Inspector General -q Office brought disciplinary charges
against (1) Army Soldier Patri¢ Moreno Jiménez for his alleged responsibility
for the actions of members of the Army au the death of Victor Manuel and José
Rxcardo Burgos on January 3, 2602 n ‘m ravena (Arauca).

b J
Srams This case is pendmg decision. i
|

On February 17, the Inspector ncral’»i Office brought charges against 17

soldiers from the Army’s 20" Infantry Hattalion (“General Serviez”) for the
alleged illicit appropriation of inds and «ctions which Jead to the death of four

~ people in the rural zone of San Martin W eta) on November 23, 2003:

(2) Army Captain Fajdrdo arco Dairo Clemente
(3) Army Second Sergeant Bernal { ruz Jorge Armando
(4) Army Second Sergeant angas Higuita Fabio Orlando
(5) Army First Corporal Mena Mo’cquera José Antonio
(6) Army Professional Soldfer SAncliez Gonzélez Humberto Alexis
(7) Army Professional Soldier Morp. no Ortiz Carlos Alberto -
(8) Army Professiona) Soldier Martinez Agnilera Nolberto
(9) Army Professional Soldier Len Viéndez Giovanni
(10) Army Professional Solt}ler Moyreno Abril Marco Enrique .
(11) Army ProfessionaliSoldier Francisco Forero Garcia (alias “Patacén™) -
(12) Army PrnfessionalfSoldmr Albarracin Galvis Jesis
(13) Army Professional; Sn]dler Moreno Parra Luis (alias “Cachetes™)
(14) Army Professional Soldier Rod) iguez Salinas Bayron
(15) Army Professional Sol(!jer Martinez Mateus Geovanny
(16) Army Professional Soldier Grajales Rendon Ivén
(17) Army Professional Soldier Zaputa Duarte Jhon
(18) Army Professional Soldier Ledn Barreto Javier
1
Status: The Inspector General’s Office is hearing exculpating evidence in these
cases. ' '

[

On April 27, the Inspector Gienct'tal s Office bfoﬁght charg:;s against three Army
soldiers for their alleged responsibility in 1he death of Alfonso Pefia Pefia and five
others on November 16 , 2001:

(19) Army Soldier Pastrana; Aldana Geyser
(20) Army Soldier AnaconaiNoel |

(21) Army Soldier Polania Ramim Yeimer
i

Starus: The Inspector Gmeral s Oﬁ“ ice zs heanng excu!panng evidence in these

. |
I!-ei |
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On May 2, the Inse.pectml General’ ﬂ

seven members of the Army’s Me
for causing the death of |J orge Prie

(22) Army Colone) Medina C

Office brought disciplinary charges against
hanized Calvary Group 18 “Revéiz Pizarro”

0, Leonel Goyeneche, and Héctor Martinez

while conducting the mpnary opeiation * Formenta 1" along the hamlet of Cafio
Seco in the rural zone of the munt ipality of Saravena (Arauca):

rredor Luis Francisco

(23) Army Captain Hiznardg/Albero Bravo Zambrano
(24) Army Captain Castille Arbelae Luis Eduardo
(25) Army Second Lieutenant Ordéiiez Caiién Juan Pablo

(26) Army Soldier Cuta Her

jindez Oscar Saul

|
|
(27) Army Soldier Herndndez Suircz Jhon Alejandro ‘
|

(28) Army Soldier Loaiza C

Status: The- Ins;pecror General's C
cases. i

. On May 26, Iﬂe Inspector Generﬂl

nine members of the Army for the
Edison Martinez, Director of Mut

ma Walter

Assistance (UMATA) in Esp

ﬁ” ice iy hearing exculpating evidence in these

|

s Office brought disciplinary charges akainst
dir allegd responsibility in the homicide [of
Jclpajt nit for Technical Agricultural

7a (None de Santander), and Edyt Salcedo

Vergel as well as nuerprcscnun ! '{hc victims as peramilitaries killed in colmbat

operations: .
(29) Army Captain Lara Ral
(30) Army Professional Sol

)

Wiltiam

er Caballero Waltero Jaime

(31) Army Professmnal Soldier Meza Gémez Enrique

(33) Army Professional Soldi

(34) Army Professional Sold

hese processes has begun.

er Plata Prada William Efrén
er Al‘dqlle Quintero Marco Yesid -

o) _', Office hrought charges for illicit disciplinary

ugh 9 in ,\mcle 48 of Law 734 of 2002 against




Center (CIE) in Piedras (T Olimaﬂi on January 25: | : st
(38) Army Lieutenant Col‘o'r el Robén Darfo Hernfdndez Mosgunera

(39) Army Lieutenant Jesds/Alfons Rojas Quintero

(40) Army ProfessionalSolt er Arévalo Ballén Glovanny
(41) Army Professional; Sol 1 er Rozo Gutiérrez Edwin Daniel
«  (42) Army Professional Soldier Cadena Gutiérrez Jhon

(43 - 52) (10 unnamed me fhers of 1lie Army)

Status: The Inspector Gener;al s\ Qffice h.s terminated the investigation against
Lieutenant Colonel Rubén Da io\Herndn dez Mosquera in accordance with
Article 73 of Law 734 of 2002. ‘Whe Offic also ended the joint processing of
Lieutenant Jesus Alfonso Rojas Quintero and professional soldiers Arévalo
Ballén Giovanny, Rozo Gutiérréd Edgin Daniel, and Cadena Gutiérrez Jhon. The
Office is hearing exculpating evidence in these and the other remaining cases.
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SECTION 556(2)(2)(C) : J

Section 556(2)(2XC) of the FY 2006 'FfbAA requires a determination that:

The Colombian Armed Foréés. have made substantial progress in
cooperating with civilian prosécutors and judicial authorities in such cases
(including providing requeste" |informa tion, such as the identity of persons
mspended from the Armed Fo ¢s and the nature and cause of the
suspension, and access to wltneisses. relevant military documents, and other -
requested information).

The Colombian Armed Forcesl hive contiued to make substantial progress in this
regard. - The Minister of Defense conltiued to use the Coordinator of the Armed Forees' -
Group of Human Rights and Intcmat'y nal Humanitarian Law as its liaison with civilian
avthorities and the Armed Forces, as s 'ted in the August 1, 2005, memorandum of
justification. The directors of the Human Rights Offices of the Armed Forces also
liaised with the representatives of the! lnspcctm (ieneral’s and Prosecutor General’s
Offices in their respective Junsd:cnohs ito.ensure cooperation on the regional and local

levels. -tk

IcT _'han judicial officials agree that military courts
respect the decisions of the Supreme. ouncil of the Judiciary concermng jurisdictional
disputes between military and c1v111an prosecutors on whether alleged crimes are related
1o r:uhtary service. Between J anuaz;y : d June 2006, the Supreme Council of the

human rights violations or aiding anql
Of these, 29 were hrought to trial an'ql}%l
was transfetred to the military penal jiz

etting p:ramilitary groups by the Armed Forces.
en transierred to the civilian judiciary, and one
ice system. Thirteen are pending decision.

On July 13, the Inspector Gmf dl told the Vice President’s Human Rights Unit
that the Armed Forces conducted 1t$é,', with “respect, order, collaboration, and
commitment” in assisting with invesfigations. Dr. Leonardo Cabana, director of the
General’s Office, also informed the Vice
President’s Human Rights Unit on J mit 21 that the Armed Forces provided full,
effective, and efficient cooperation ﬂi[ investipations. He stated that the Armed
Forces cooperated in apprehending : e detainin); suspects and aided the investigations
by facilitating the gathering of ev1denc » comply g With suspension requests from the
Prosecutor General’s Office, and asmll fing in judicial procedures. He also confirmed the
Auned Forees continued to assist Pr ecutor General’s Office in providing protection to

investigators, which makes it p0531 %or them to conduct these sensitive investigations.




For example, dmmf the cerﬁﬁcauo:' ‘j:rcnod the Armed Forces provided a 230-man team
fiom the Army’s 9” Brigade to protect and transport lnspccmrs while they collected and
reviewed evidence in Villavicencio etn)

In 2006, the Commander of tdk Armed ¥ orces issued four orders related to
investigating alleged human rights vi}plan]ons and forced d1sappearances

(1) Order Number 5062 of Jani a:y 20, 2006: “Instructions for taking statements
on alleged human rights x]iblahéms by the Armed Forces” :

|
(2) Order Number 5266 nfM e h 2006 Hclpmg the Prosecutor General of the
Nation” it

I .
l

2006): “Instructions for A m Inv esugahons of Forced Dlsappearanccs

- Usirig the Urgent Search h&echamsm, and Prcvanung Forced Disappearances”

(4) Order Number 5451 of

Rights and Interpational filI itarian Law”

These orders were implemenged injall branches andiat all levels of the Armed
Forces. The Commander of the Air Force also 1ssued twolorders on human rights
violations and instructions for inv ] ting alle;zed violations.

A r

SfE ' F

TheJ amundl case [descn“bed[%l"; the discussion regardmg Secn nn(a)(zj(B)]

from & lower military court that the J_
for the case, then Commander of t _
proposal on July 21, The Suprcmr,':

'hmry justice syster.n should retain responsihility
ed Foices General Ospina flatly rejected this
unbﬂ of ] e Judlclafy then afﬁrmed in its August

ne of ﬂu.t)’- | i

!

il *sr,gncd a memorandum of understanding (MOU)

e 14 giving the Prosetutor General’s Office

flalleped huinan nghﬂ violations committed by the

ke the iniial decision on jurisdiction. This means
the Pl osceutor General's Office revi E
investigation or whether the case f 5 uit’o the purview of the Armed Forces. As such,

the MOU chmmates mvestxganvc : anfli cts regar ding the implementation of the 1997
woriginally ; ave cmhfm courts jurisdiction over

o
i
[

26 200¢; "Funcnons of the Offices of Human '

fhe cast and dec1des whether it will handlf' the -

T
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..Il . . -,
huma rights violations by the military{ Although the Government of Colombia has
applied the 1997 decision, disagreeme ts have .risen as to whether the violations were
committed during an “act of service,” qi whicly cases the incident was given to the
military penal justice system for investi 1t'10n

The MOU also further reiterates the corninitment of the Armed Forces to assisting:
the Prasecutor General’s Office m se E evidence and Prutectmﬁ invests ﬁatore This

formally ensures that the Armed Forcesll ill continug to assist the Proseoutor General’s
office by providing protections to investigators, as well as services such as aerial

support (such as loaning helicopters to Ehc Office to allow: mspectors to reach crime
scenes and witnesses).

|
1
1
|
|
|
|
i




Section 556(a)(2)(D) of the FY 2006 E

The Colombian Armed Forceql' :
links (including denying accessit

ing other forms of active or tacit
cooperation) at the cnmmand} attalion, and brigade levels, with
paramilitary organizations, especially in regions where these organizations
have a significant presence, /||

equipment or supplies, and.cess

Have continued to make substantial progress in
ig] and paramilitary units at the command,
1 under nf' the Navy issucd several orders on

human 1] ghts and collusion W1th par .
details the Navy’s Counter Intelhgemq. Plan for 2006 and charges all levels of his

command with eva]uanng the capacuiq {of 1llcgai self-defense groups to infiltrate and

penetrate the Navy: The Commander f the Air Force also issued several orders on this
subject.

also issued orders 1o all personnel below his
asures 1 eradicate links between members of

5, To this end, the Army’s Inspector General
issued instructions on March 2, with i structions on combating illegal armed groups that
reiterated the Commander’s 2005 diregtave on sirengthening operations against these
groups. When he assumed command|gf the Arined Forces in August, General Padilla
stated that “any perceptmn that the As :J_-- d Forces colludes with illegal armed groups

diminishes the credibility lof the demagratic security and the legitimacy of our

Hl
institutions and the rule of zero tolerang % for anv member or organization outside the
law.” | ifh

The Commander of the Army
command fo continue 1mplemennng
the Army and paramilifary organizatic

I-:
;
k;

Further evidence th%t the Colo_';, bian A:mcd Forces severed ties with pamnnhta:ry
orgamizations is that they aciively targsfed, ;paramilitary groups in numerous military
operations. During these pperations, tiie Ammed Forces captured or killed members of
paramilitary groups and cﬁnﬁscatﬁ{l %igapons, ammunition, vehicles, and money [see
Section 556(a)(2)(E) and Section 556| (3) for inore information on paramilitaries

~ captured or killed in thesel 0peranons] in total, between January and June 2006, the

"% This time period ineindes four
netiod as this information was not avai
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Armed Forees captured 168 short arm (fevolvers, pistols), 161 Jong arms (rifles,
shotguns), one machine gun, six sub 1 ' ghine guns, 84,610 rounds of munitions of
various types, 1,324 grenades, 45 mo :‘ 5, three grenade lawnchers, six rocket Jaunchers,
6.552 explosives, and 14 landmines.
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Section 556(a)(2)(E)

Section 556(a)(2)(E) of the FY 2006 FOAA requires a determination that:

The Colombian government is isrﬁa niling paramilitary leadership and
financial networks by arresﬁnﬂ commanders and financial backers,
especially in regions where these networks have a significant presence,

The Government of Colombia continued efforts to dismantle the paramilitary .
leadership and financial networks tbro‘qkh the demobilization and reintegration process.
One additional paramilitary group, the ?eaﬂant Self-Defense Force of the Elmer .
Cardenas Bloc, demobilized on Augustil5, brinzing the total number demobilized |
collectively to 31,687, Of this figure, 4’4 percent (17,579) demobilized between Jamary
and August 2006. ‘ : ;

Capture and Detention of Paramﬂitaﬁ Leaders

The Government of Colombia topk steps during this certification period to ensure
the detention of AUC'Iéadc_rs._On_Augﬁs't 14, President Uribe ordered demobilized ;
AUC leaders to surrender or lose benefits afforded under the Justice and Peace Law and.
face extradition. As of September 30, the majority of AUC Ieaders” had surendered -
and were held at La Ceja detention cenfer unde: strict security. On December 1, 57 of

! : " ' o
these AUC leaders were transferred from La Ceja to Ttagui maximum sectirity
penitentiary and the remainine twa werk transfeired to T.a Picata maximmm epenrity
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Armed Forces captured 62 commanders key financial personnel, or mid-leve!
administralors and killed 65. Of the 62 kaptured, 24 were higher profile paramilitary
leaders and are Listed below: g '

(1) Alvadre Median Padi]lq mpcraiud in the Apartad6 municipality
(Antlctma? . -
!
A
(2) Elfrin Armando Berrio Qotes, #lias “Comandante Mauricio Pimienta,”
Commander of the Wayuu Countc;insurgcncy Front

(3) Fabio Leguizamén Pnli(h alias “El Gato," I-manclal Chief of the Ma:tm
Llanos de Casanare group i

(4) Fredy Daza Osorio, Chldf of Finunces for the Tequendama Bloc in Mesa
(Cundinamarca) i3

| ...!
4
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Ibérico

(11) Aldo José Ochoa Cama ; ld, Norih Block (César)

.

(12) Angel. Alberto Barrazn ‘ _qrnos, Peasant Self Defense of Cordobe and
Urabd, operated in the mimicipalities of Codazzi, Becerril, and La Jagna
del Ibénco ' )

(13) Celso Alfonso Lopez ' {'-"1.- ita, Peasant Sclf Defense force of Cérdoba
and Urabé, operated in thd mumcu alities of Codazm, Becernl and I.a

- Jagua del Ibérico ARl

il '

(14) Angel Rafael Maldona v"l ;ﬁe Ia Hoz, Peasant Self Defense force of

Cérdoba and Uraba, np. ted in the municipalities of Codazzi, Becerril, |




rl La Jagua del Ibénc

(1 5) David Ospinn Cortez,_l g rﬂ:\Bloc (Cesar)

(16) Eder Quintero Pardo, 1 | . Deense force of Cordoba and Urabé,

operated in the mun;clpa]d:%=4 of C:ndazz, Becerril, and La Jagua del
Ibérico 1l

|

(17) Ulogio Antonio l’enal"| P éz, Peasant Self Defense force of Cérdoba
and Urabé, operated inith He m 1c1pa1mcs of Codazzi, Becerril, and La
Jagua del Ibérico i_z:l. , ! .

(1 8) Horacio Bedoya Vergq ; cbrmmnder of the metropolitan area of
 Medellin _ 1\ |

(19) Jesiis Alfredo Lopez 'f 2, Peasant Self Defense force of Cérdoba and
Uraba, operéted in the 1 ul- ipalities of Codazzi, Becerril, and La Jagua

del Thérico ‘

(20) Jhon Jamer Teheran Y ps; Peagant Self Defense force of Cordoba and
Urabé, operated n the ul icipalities of Codazzx, Becerril, and La Jagua
del Ihérico _ : '-. :

(21) Luis Gerardo Silva Ca 2 hcho, North Block (César)
£ | :
(22) Luz Helena Gu|evera Chr denas, Peasant Self Defense force of Cérdoba
and Urabé, operated ini{H mumcq alities of Codazzi, Becerril, and La
Jagua del Ibérico ;’_.‘ ‘;-. :

(23) Luz Marina Coronel trepo, Peasant Self Defense force of Cérdoba
and Urabé, operated i mz nﬁlmcnpalmes of Codazzi, Bccernl and La
Jagua del Tbérico i‘ ]

(24) Teobalde Bello Ramris, N |;ﬂ1 Bluck (César)

Dismantling Leadership and Fins -L lNetwmks
The Government of Colombi@ 1~ ¢d a decree September 29, in furtherance of the
Constitutional Conrt’s decision on thel Hnpleméting regulations of the Justice and

Peace Law (Law 975 of 2005). The. rl cree closely tracks with the May 13
Constitutional Court decision and ine . arates hnany of the concerns raised by NGOs
and U.S. officials. Most notably, tl:ie | crpc provides for full disclosure of individual.
and group crimes and obligates the fp et parammhtanas to give up ]lclt assets if illicit
assets are inadequate to fully compet ite fthe victims.

i
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Former paramilitaries interested il participating under the Justice and Peace Law
(Law 975 of 2005) process, are requ:red to marn over all illicit assets, Which will be used
for reparation purposes. Afier the court deterraines the extent 1o which individuals and
groups are liable for reparations, Pros cutor General’s Office will receive the assets that

are turned over and will then give therh to the Reparation Funds (“Fondos de
Reparacion), which the National Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (CNRR)
will monitor. Throughout this 1::1'0(;@5{9° the Armed Forces continues its operations to

seize paramilitary essets. The Armed F orces conducted two operations against the AUC

during 2006 to confiscate paramilitary, assets. In Operation Delta II, conducted on July

4, in Tumaco (Narifio), the Armed Forces confiscated 183 AUC properties worth
apprommatcly $5.68 million. In Operation Pegasso, conducted August 9, in Santander
and Norte de Santander, the Armed Forggs confiscated approximately $6.55 million in
assets:; 73 properties, two commercial estabhshments, one rural property, and one
vehicle. b ;

: I
The Justice and Peace Law alsol'&s'iéb]iéhud (Article 33) the Prosecutor General’s
Unit for Justice and Peace, which mvesﬁ]gatcs and proseciles crimes confessed by
demobilized paramilitery members pasticipatiny in the Justice and Peace Law process.
Through these investigations, the Govemment of Colombia is working to uncover and —
dismantle paramilitary leadership and financial networks.: As of September, the
government has identified 2,696 pm:ﬁﬂltancs that would be eligible to participate in
the Justice and Peace Law process and 1!4 have ratified their intent to do so. More than

2,400 paramilitaries already in prison hahre also upplied for Justice and Peace Law
benefits,

The Prosecutor General’s Justice ﬂ.ﬂd Peace Unit began its work in early 2006 and
as of the end of the year there were 295 pcople warking in it, including 20 prosecutors
(delegated from Superior Courts), lSO‘c[}am]m investigators (newly created positions),
and 15 assistant criminal investigators|(also newly created; positions). The Unit has
offices in Bogoté, Barranquilla, and Mede]lin, as well as satelhte judicial police units in

20 other cities throughout the country. I ."
f

In March 2006, the Prosecutor eral assigned the Justice and Peace Unit the
responsibility for collechng volunta:y ements (“versiones libres”) from demobilized
paramilitary members parﬂcnpanng in th e Justic: and Peace Law process. The Unit
began collecting these statements on Dec ember |4, starting with Wilson Salazar (“El
Loro™). Following Salazar, Jhon Mario Salazm (“El Paisa”) began giving his statemnent
on December 15 and Salvatore Mancuso|began his on December 19. As former
paramilitaries such as these begin to givé statements about their criminal activities, the = -

|
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Prosecutor General’s Office and oth _‘t ropriate investigatory bodies, such as th_e
Supreme Court in the case of serving :gslamrs, are following up on these allegations.
The Government has provided additionall resources, including 18 investigators to the -

Supreme Court, to strengthen these ubs’ investigative capability.

To prepare for this process, diﬁe ensuing investigation of the crimes
confessed by demobilized paramilitar &iembe rs, the Unit has created a database on the
31,151 demobilized paramilitary members and allegations against them or the groups to
which they belonged, As of SeptemHer 2006, 1he Unit had catalogued approximately
21,000 allegations. On March 29, th Uﬁu‘tl signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with the International Organization of Migraticn (IOM) under which IOM has dedicated
25 people to providing technical assistance to further develop and strengthen this
database. With IOM’s help, the Unit/hgg adde additional information on demobilized
paramilitary members such as photos, dental records, biometric data, and family
information that will help tn the Unit(s i&vestigarions.

Under Article 48 of the Justice arjié Peacc Law, the Unit also has responsibility for’
compiling victim testimonies, deciding:fhat reparations are needed, and identifying and
searching for disappeared persons. Thejinformation received in these testimonies helps.
the Unit to more fully understand the/ paramilitary leadership structure so that the
(Colombian Government can more e éci ively dismantle this network. It will also assist
the Unit in cross-referencing testimonyffrom demobilized paramilitaries to determine if
they have disclosed all their crimes. [A§'of Derember, the Unit has taken testimony
from 25,000 victims. ol

j
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Section 556(a)(F)

Section 556(a)(F) of the FY 2006 FOA '5 iiequiz-es a determination that:
The Colombian government is |
- Colombian Armed Forces arer

Colombia’s indigenous comm

:king ¢ffective steps ta ensure that the
gt violuting the land and property rights of
v ties.

The Vice President’s Human Rj ts Propram reports that there have been no . .
incidents of violations of land and property rights of indigenous communities by the
Armed Forces. Nevertheless, several Cé lombza and international NGOs have cited
. Incidents where Colombian Armed Forces have allegedly failed to respect the land and
property rights of indigenous peoples.

Though penmtted under Colom b an law, ihe presence of A.tmed Forces and/or
military equipment on indigenous landslontmm 5 to be an irritant in the Colombian.

1s groups. For examp]e the Cofén indigenous

government’s relationship with md1gcn

community has expressed concern abaql plans by the Armed Forces to construct a
Binational Border Service Center (BBSE) within the community’s reserve in San
‘constructed in cooperation with the

Miguel (Putumayo). The BBSC is bclil' i
arlbe with Colombia’s commitments under

uf Nations (CAN). This follows Colombia’s
 Agreernent to work with its neightbors 1o built
for the cconomic integration of the Andean

Decision 502 by the Andean Community
commitment under the CAN’s Cartageng:
the infrastructure and services necessg.'

) plcmenrs a corresponding center on the
? mxpoxtuncc as an estabhshed border crossing,
thc Govemnment of Colombia has deterng:
the San Miguel international bridge, wh
community reserve. The Colombian gb
security in the region and, in turn, the (I_
Al
In response to the Coféircomm it s concerns, Vice Minister of Defense Sanin
met with members of the cmnmumty .,5 fuly 9 1n dlscuss the project. The communlty
provided the government with a doc
the reserve. The document expressed.¢ u. CErns aoaut respect for international
humanitarian law by members of the t ad Forces, and the possible negative impact on
communify member’s freedom of movRient. A Colombian mter-agency team charged
with the development of the BBSC is m sliewing this document and is considering how
to best address the community’s conce" 5.

th is located in the Cofadn indigenous
grnmt*m believes this center will increase
an 1nd1 genous commumty

Thc team wﬂl hold a follow-up meeting wuh .
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the community to discuss the gov ent’ s response. In the meaptime, a petition has
been filed on the community’s behalf with the Inter-American Court on Human Rights.
This petition alleges that the Govemmcnt of Colombia has not upheld its requirement to
consult with the Cofén as deseribed in 1110 Convention Number 169 concerning
indigenous and tribal people’s in mdebendent countries.

The Armed Forces is taking acildn again:t the illegal armed groups that threattm
the security of indigenous groups [ oimnre on uctions taken against illegally armed
groups, see Section 556(a)(3)]. For ﬁdlple, indigenous leaders continue to receive
threats such as those made in late Decem‘ber by criminal group the Black Eagles
(“Aguilas Negras™) against leaders mjreserv itions in Pradera and Florida
municipalities, accusing them of being FARC collaborators and threatening to take
action against them. The Armed Fordes ;:as captured four members of this group
0peratma in other mumicipalities and éontmue to pursue its members to impede the
group’s ability to carry out illegal acts. | i

:

Under the Uribe government, r.lm Mlmstr v of Defense has implemented, through
its Office of Human Rights, a policy of ;protection of minorities, based on the
Ministerial Orders Numbers 2064 ﬁ‘oh 003 and 151 of 2004, which relay instructions
to the Armed Forces and National Pohéifor developing a policy of promotion and
protection of the rights of indigenous: dividuals and communities. On October 30,
Minister of Defense Santos issued Di I:}mvc 16, which reaffirmed Orders 2064 and 151
and addressed the need to strengthe‘g:}tz collective rights of indigenous communities
such as those pertaining to their an mry terrilory, culnm:, and special jurisdiction,

The Armed Forces are sub]ect Dl *efmancnt Order Number 800-07 of 2003, -
which is designed to strengthen the. ' of promotion-and protection of the
indigenous communities and other, pties and ensure that their Jand and
constitutional rights are respected durmé military operations. To prevent damage to
these lands during the planning and ex ution of aerial operations, the Air Force has
created an interactive CD wiih the gee aphic locations of the Jand of minorities, as well
as the coordinates of each in all d ts of the country. For its part, the National
Police follow the directive entitled “Protecti ' '
Communities” (Instmcuon Number 91?1‘.’ 2003), which eutlines the legal requirements
for a policy of protection in these oomrppmues md related roles of the Commandets of
the Departments and Metropolitan Police Force: :

The government reports that sxﬁézj ‘the implementation of this Permanent Order,
the number of homicides of mdlgenuus efsons reported each year in Colombia has -
consistently decreased from a high: Df, 1&’5 m 2002 to 163 1n 2003, 85 in 2004, 49 in

Hy*
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2005, and 44 between January and 4 ] ber 2006.

i

Outreach to Indigenous Groups .:i 51

In furtherance of these orders,, e Govemment has created security councils with
indigenous groups and training work: s for the Armed Forces - through an
agreement with the Ombudsman — legislation related to indigenous groups. It has
held various inter-institutional meetings with participation by representatives from these
groups. Since 2003, the Ministry of :IDefemse with the participation of the Ombudsman
responsible for minorities — has hBld_391\y0rk°.lltlpS for the Armed Forces, National
Police, and local indigenous authonﬁes[ laws relating to ethnjc minorities, race and
language. Between 2003 and 2005,119 sar:h workshops were held, two in Valledupar
(César), two in Santa Marta (Magda,k:né); and one each in Monteria (Cérdoba), Leticia
(Arnazonas), Popayan (Canca), Manhzalqi (Caldas), Riohacha (La Guasjira), Puerto
Carrefio (Vichada), Buenaventura (V aﬂkgﬂde Cauca), Quibdé (Chocd), Ciicuta (Norte de
Santander), Arauca (Arauca), Pasto (I\Ian}po) Thagué (Tolima), Inirida (Guainfa),
Florencia (Caquetd), and San Andrc'g Between January and June 2006, an additional
nine workshops were held at the Centertfor Insiruction and Trammg of Public Forces
(7), Carepa (Antioquia), and Florencm ﬁCaqucl.t) :

The Ministry of Defense has éish 'held suven Indlgenous Sccumy Councils since
2003. These are opportunities to Hnl;;Jr;S;‘r_ coordination and understanding between
indigenous and government ~ incl iilitary — authorities, The Security Councils,
have adopted joint measures for comb f_‘g teriorist actions that threaten human rights.
The dates and loeations of the sevenrm' atings were as follows: .
(1) September 26, 2003, it \{I’, edupar with the communities in Sierra Nevada
of Santa Marta; -'r- I k "{
(2) October 9, 2003, in Ticrrﬂl with the Embera Kauo and Zemi.
communities; -’, '
(3) December 15, 2003, mj _'j'_yazl w1th communities. in Cauca,
(4) March 17, 2004, in R.lp'.‘: vith the Embera Chami community:;
(5) Jupe 18, 2004 in Ininda with the Colombian Amazonian commumty,

Hag) fthh the Pijao communlty, and

Participants in thcse meetmgs dcchPp_ b
enrrently being xmplcmenied l '
The Ministry of Defense has alsojp_ dumed inter-institutiopal meetings in Uribia-
Cuayira and Araracuara-Caqueté 1o d {0 concerns raised by the Wayu and
Amazonas mdi genous connnunmcsl, re ectively. :

|
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In addition to the Indigenous Security Councils, the Colombian government has
reached out to indigenous communities identificd as “high-risk” throngh its Projects for
Communities at Risk. Following the:rechmme: dations issued by the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights tha:.; yedir, the Government began developing these
projects in 2004 with the help of the On udsman, the Inspector General, and the Armed
Forces. With support from the U.S. ﬁlg
government worked with these cornmpuniti
began implementing in October 2006, toy
especially protection of life and libesty. ¥
Ametican Commission on Human Rights : s
opportune mechanism to protect comim 'r- ties « ffected by violence.™

In preparation for the implementa#ion of the 43 plans associated with. this project,
throughout 2005 the government increased its presence in the 10 regions with the
highest levels of indigenous populationsidentitied as “high-risk” in 2004: Atrato
Antioquefio and Chocoano, eastern Antigquia, Tierralta in Cérdoba, Montes de Max:la,
the Catatumbo, Arauca, the Embera {Fh i conmunity in Risaralda and Caldas, Bejo
Puturnayo, the Pacific areas of Narifio, gj
presence, the government increased ifs df
respond to community COncems. '

Training on Rights of Indigenoys P
The Government of Colombia has!
Rights and Intemational Humanitarian T
Armed Forces, National Police and govetnment officials from these 10 departments
with the highest indigenous populatigns/¥Partivipants include officials and sub-officials
from brigades and battalions located iin; féllowing departments: Cdrdoba, Antioquia,
Choc, Cauca, Narifio, Magdalena, Cés st Guajira, Tolime, and Caldas. This training
program is focused on human rights, /int&national humariitarian law, and Colombian
legislation as these relate to the co;iuﬁyf*:'jndi yenous populations. It includes five
modules: Colombia's Indigenous C .”. dunities and Cultures; The State: Democracy
ultural Pluralism; Human Rights and Indigenous

and Responsibility; Judicial and Mulicuk
an Law and Indigenous Communities.

_ ntinued to develop its Program on Human
8w, a1 intense training program for members of

Communities; and International Humani
o
: ; o iI i
As part of this program, and wn% ‘[; icipation from the Ombudsman’s Delegate for
Eth_mc Minorities, between 2003 andth the Ministry of Defense conducted 26
regional workshops for the Armed Foy -'-' and local indigenous authorities covering
d to ethnic minorities and their languages.

themes such as rights and legislation el alk
These 26 workshops took place in Valledupar (two), Santa Marta (two), Monteria,
fucrto Carrefio, Buenaventura, Quibido,

W

Lcticia, Popoy4n, Manizales, Richachial



; naJ wurkshops in Carepa, Florent:la,

b, hibidé. Popayén, Ipiales; and Cicuta. °
I

!

i fe eda lmok enutled Rights of Indigenous

Ministry of Defense conducted ning,
Covedias, Villavicencio, Bahia Méla

‘The Government of Colombia p
Communities, which is distributed to each
members of the Armed Forces who ate gt able to participate. In past sessions, the

Minister of Defense has presided over e ings with participants in the Sierra Nevada
4 La Guajira, Chocd, and Tolima to discuss

of Santa Marta, Guainia, Vichada, Cduc .
specific concems. : EL Ll

for Retugees (UNHCR), the Colombian

J isplacement and vulnerable populations,
grnmient participation in these workshops
includes the Armed Forees, govcmm : Sotial Action Program, the Ombudsman, the
Inspector General’s Office, and the Minjgtry of Interior and Justice. The non-
governmental organization Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement
(CODHTS) is also a regular participant 1§ the workshops. From January to September
2006, the government participated in njf-i of these workshops, which discussed forced
displacement, the Inter-American Syste mh for the Protection of Human Rights, the Early

Warning System, and legislation related fo ind:genous populations, Since 2000, 1,640
members of the Armed Forces have!

i
R i

With the UN High Commisszlcx
government also conducts workshops
mending indigenous communities. :

(ipated | in these workshops.

Status of Investigations

There have been some alleged ca
groups that involved members of th'b! :
indigenous persons are discussed in'Se

I
Sof violence against members of indigenous
ked Forces, Five cases mvolwng homicides of

( :.'o n 5 36(3)(2)(3)




Section 556(;1)‘(31 . _
Section 556(a)(3) of the FY 2005 FOLA Fequires a detemlinaﬁbn that:

L
o

[T}he Colombian Armed For es {- . ar¢ conducting vigorous operations to
restore government anthorit respect for human ri ghts-in areas under @
the effective confrol of paramilitary and guerrilia organizations. .

Government control of tcmto% 15 i e first and foremost defense policy obj ective ;
of the Colombian Ministry of Defense..:Als such the Armed Forces continued to work to;
restore government authprity and re ect or huinan rights in areas under effective :
paramilitary and guerrilla control thr ugh 1hc demobilization process, vigorous
opcranous undertaken by the Armed Forcks, an: by working with other government
agencies 1o increase citizen access fo govérnment services throughout the country. The
Colombian oovernment s Democratic Sedurity Policy ~a broad and integrated strategy |
W testore security, dem cracy, and effective stée control to all parts of Colombian
termitory — provides the ework for th '
Most crimes of violence gan:% 1i :
of illegal armed groups, princi auy e Rgvolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia . |-
(FARC), the Nationa] Liberati LN)..und the paramilitary United Self-
Defense Forces of Colombia ( UC) As described in Section 556(a)(2)(E), over 30, 000 .
paramilitary members have been dempbilgzed as of December 31, To restore
governmeni conirol to areas praviously urider paramilitary ¢ontrol, the government
continued to dismantie paramilitary netwdrks and to conduct operations against those
members that did not demobilize. In 3n effort to restore government authority in areas
where the illegal armed groups pre active,fihe Culombian Armed Forces continped !
vigorous military éctmn against the FAR -, ELN and other groups, as well as narcotics

eradication and Jnﬂerdmtmn efforts Bl!!ﬂed at depriving the FARC and trthem of their |
primary source of funding." Tk !

Emerging criminal groups also comimit violence against civilians in Colombia. In
its seventh quarterly report, the OAS Verification Mission noted progress in
demobilizing and disarming the AUC| butfurged that events following this = such as the
appearance of new illegal armed gron s%{xquu: «J urgent government attention,
According to the OAS, these gr ups_appe

10 be comprised of mid-level paramilitary |

o c:’ !

pEESes, W ‘|

** With the ELN, the grivemment held three more munds offexploraiory talks with the objeotive of reaching agresment on
the basis for nagotiations to achicve an end to ELN violona and ti ieum of the ELN to logal participation in eivil society,

=1
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y . !
members that did not demobilize, demobiliized individuals that have rf:tumed 10 a_hfe of |
crime, and new recruits. The Govermmenk of Colombia is working with the OAS to
locate these groups and arrest their ! rs. The Armed Forces has cnud}lcted five _.
operations against the two most prevaleniof these new groups: thf? Rastrojos, centered g:
in the village of Llorente (Narifio), nd Ngw Generation Organization (ONG), centered |
in the villages of Planadas and Remolin Narifio). In sum, as of the end of September, |
the Armed Forces had captured foﬁi‘i' embers of the Rastrojos and 13 members of
ONG, has killed four members of ONGii# combat operations, and has captured four |
financial backers of ONG. It had a]s¢ cofifiscated nine arms from the Rastrojos and 68 !
munitions, five mortars and nine arm fr ONG. The Armed Forces captured two
Jeaders of the Black Eagles (“Agtiil Nle as™) in mid-December: Dairo Albertp Laino
Scopetta, a demobilized member of fhe Nerth Bloc, and Maximo Cuesta Valencia :
(“Sinai”), the alleged leader of the .- up.In Norte de Santander. Two additional !
members of this group were arrested; vember in connection with the distribution of
pamphlets warning of a campaign to kill indesirables in the municipality of Cienaga:
demobilized paramilitary member Hﬁ nam Rafacl Qliveros Giraldo and Edgat Alfonso !
Bolanos Martinez. ' ;

Operations against lle rmed Groidps ' .

Through the Plan Patriota caripalgh, the Armed Forces are retaking areas
dominated by the FARC and other jlitg e gronps. In 2006, the Armed Forces
engaged in more than 1,900 battles WiH iblegal armed groups, an average of five per
day, thereby neutralizing 483 potential tefrorist actions that would have directly harmed X
Colombia’s people and economy. THe:foflowig examples demonstrate such vigorous j
operations against these organizatio : fiting 2006: : |

. ml e |

* Inthe La Macdrena regio {of the wesiern Meta department, the Armed Forces ;
waged months of intense démbak to penetrate guerrilla strongholds, eventually |
establishing a permanent militagy presence, which facilitated the introduction |

of civil affairs initiatives, 12 : ;

|
|
i
|

o The military re-entered th| ;Tohz department — the “birthplace” of the FARC 1

— for the first time in 20 }fé 13| meeting such fierce resistance that troops took |
six months of sustained ¢

I : 'th pecations to progress 20 miles. Following | -
the introduction of governn Et rograms for building roads, schools, and
' l_

clinics, the area now has the highest ' ARC desertion rate in all of Colombia.

e L ) Jh orders Venezuela, persistent guerrilla attacks
on civilians, transport, and'the gil pipeline fueled. by cross-border
narcotrafficking prompteflithel éStablishment of 2 new countergnerrilla brigade

1" e

¢ Inthe Catatumbo region, 1

|
{
)
|
|
|
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which made strides in 200 ards protecting citizens and infrastructure
while weakening guzmlia smxmres. Lo

Wi

« The Army’s 7" High Moun 3 Battahon conducted operatidns ag_ainst the
FARC on June 30 in the dcp'a!‘r:mcnts, of Norte de Santander, Guajira, and
César. | :

|I I 2
o The Armay’s 15™ Mobile Brigade’s s 5 Division and thc Army's 16™ Mobile
Brigade conducted operaqoﬁs,[m Cunlinamarea in January and April,
 respectively. y L o

'll Y -
o The Army s 5" Dmsmn aﬂa:*(ed the FARC’s central bloc in operation
~ “Libertad 2," causing. he blq:-. s struciure to largely disband in the Sur de
Bolivar, Nornnentf tioquefio, and Tolima. “Juan Carlos,” a leader of the
central bloc, was kll]&h inf thls operation.

« The Army fought gangs from the FARC's eastern bloe, which was operating
in the Departments of Cundinamarca, Vichada, Guiania, Vnapés, Casanare,
and Meta. As a result] the bI c Jost control of the Eastern Andes and, of '
particuler note, the De artm t of Cundmamarcn Following these battles;
419 of the bloc’s memibers d emobilizcd. On December 20, the Army killed |
“Leonardo Patifio,” head 0f i FAR( s 20 Fr@nt in the Santander :
Departmient; ’ ' ?

oughont the year to provide aerial support to |
ttacks by terrorist groups on civilian .
populations'in Putumayo, Caldals, Toln__ , Cénioba, and Valle de Cauca departments. '
The Air Force also took ot 653 terrorist camps through 983 operations and conducted |
an additional 7,382 operations to locaté emlers of terrorist groups. The Navy |
regained control of the Atrato, Cagu _‘ uaviare, Guayabero, Alto, and Medio Caqueta | |
rivers from narcoterrorists, capturcd 73tons of cocaine, valued at $2.6 million, and !
destroyed 188 cocalne productmn laborgtories. The Navx also secured the Arauca, I
Meta, Orinoco, Orteguaza, Putumayo,@arap‘u;mé and Nechi rivers, which are strateglci
transportation corridors for the | ] tles that hve along these rivers.

Through operatmns such thesl
1llegal armed groups hetween Jg ua'ryI 2

The Air Force flew 307 missioni
ground troops, thereby thwartmg sqvep,

the Aimed F0rct|35 captured 4,595 members-of E
and November: 3,583 FARC, 693 ELN, 40 EPL |
(Popular Liberation Army), 18 ERG (Gnevarisia Revolutionary Army), and 95 ERP i
(People’s Revolutionary Army)] In #ame poriod, the Armed Forces killed 1, 979

members of these groups: 1, 6)5( FARGé,[ 205 ELN, 11 EPL, 9 ERG, and 20 ERP.
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Included in these figures are some Qf if I FARC's leadc.rsiup, including “Bauwer” (head
of the southern unit). Since August 2002 ,the Armed forccs have captured a total of
24,901 members of these groups and lq ed 8,445, In ZDQG alone, the Armed Forces
debilitated 41 FARC structures, includig gﬂ:c Magelena Mcdm bloc, They also rescued
143 peaple who had been kidnapped b ! illegal anned groups and helped to secure
Colombie’s energy sector, leading the Wuber o pipeline§ blown up by terrorist groups
to drop by 35 percent over the prt’.v.rxt::m\sl year (101 cases m 2006 versus 155 in 2005).
Expanding Colombia’s Securi ' CE 5 i i
As part of the Government ofCo ombia's mmmmnent 10 rccstabhs}ung authonty
in areas controlled by illegal groups, the Aq‘incd I'orces increased its numbers to 383,929
soldiers, 14,135 more than it had in-2006. {To this same end, the Armed Forces also
added to its structure. Between Janjia an | December, thc Army created the Decisive
Action Foree, comprnised of the 115'11 I 18'" Mobile Brigades; one high mountain
brigade; two counterguerrilla battaho ﬂ ?Opc rative Command Number 5. As part of
this, in April, the Army’s Mobile 16" B} igade added four new counterguemlla
bullalions to combat illegal armed gm s & 1Som hemn Colombxa
I
(1)  Counterguerrilla Batta‘hon P9 “M) Carlos Artum Figueredo Vallejos”
(2) -Counterguerrilla Battalion[)0d - “C1 Javier Mauricio Quintero Rojas”
(3) Counterguerrilla B:a.ttaa'honF Ol “My Angel Rodn go Ardilla Lavaﬂ”

(4) -Counterguerrilla Battaiponj 02+ “My Wllllam Fernando Fermnéndez

The Colombian Armed Pomel; ; |" G tum ed to implement Plan Coraza, begun in-
2004, to build up the presence of -n' Farces in those areas in which the Armed
Forces had not had a permanont presence. (Under this plan, the Colombian Armed
Forces has recruited over 21,000 citizen§ t¢| scrve as members of the Citizens’ Marines
(Infantes de Marina Campesinos; alko k8own as “soldados de mi pueblo™), which
protect 35 municipalities. The Citizen !l_ arines reached full strength (598 squads
consisting of 21,528 soldiers) in 2004 axd 2005 began rotating soldiers in these
squads every two years, ll* : 1 H '

i : o

Throughout the country, the g gorv A tlznt has expanded the police force in isolated
rural areas. In 2006, the Ministry ofl) e op¢red 96 new police stations throughout
the country and created five new mabﬂé IpC fcc uniits in the Departments of Caqueta,
Huila, Cérdoba, Valle, and Tolima. [Todk the Colombian National Police’s 2,261
units have a presence in 1,619 locatipns§ ughmn the country. This increased |
presence is needed to counter attacks by illegal armed groups. For example; in the
Cérdoba department, the FARC lmt{]s:_e  toione such newly created police post.
hecause the police threatened to hinder i p cultivation and narcotrafficking

i .

i
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activities in the area. 1t =-.i '

Ewgpandin State Presence and A lF !u' Civilia !!

In addition to increasing its }1 cal presence in the country and conducting
operations against 1llegal armed groups 'thc Colombian Armed Forces conduct activities .
to restore government authority and res eet for human ri ghts 1in areas under effective
contro] of paramilitary and gucnll’ lorg l anois,

< 'k;‘ .

The Armed Forces’ Integral : 1 ,n'JUn-'iT.rs (“Accion Integral”) conduct community
projects in areas in conflict end these jiist emerying from it. Every branch and leve] of
the military, from battalion to divigton,Ba$ an litegral Action Unit that does work
roughly similar to that of U.S. Armij G:'I!Affairs Officers and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, The focus is on practical prgjects. that provide communities with tangible
assistance to hclp them recover I lence Integral Action Units carry out both
quick impact projects - such as deplo 1a medical teams to treat the infirm — and long-
term development projects like bm}dm u:hmca offering practical business training to
communities, and building roads tg)comn cct isolated villages with larger urban centers.
One example of such a long-term proje is the bank that an Integral Action Unit opened
1n 2006 in the Department of Tolin g 1 here the only locally available source of - o
financing had been from the FARO? Sifice the Integral Action Unit opened this bank,
residents are now able to manage tl cn* . nances and embark on busmess Venturcs

independent of FARC involvement |I 'i

Additionally, the Armed Forccs? 5 acnvely involved in the Center for Coordinated
Integral Action (“Centro de Coatdaﬁa bn de Accién Integral™), known by its acronym
C(,M CCAI is an mteragcncy ' vi tworks to establish government presénce in

“priomity” zones just emerging dicotfflict. The group serves roughly two million
people through its social and cconou‘ku& Hevelopment projects, which are focused on nine
priority zones.'® The Armed ForceE‘ is/geeply engaged in CCAI’s work, providing
planning, financial, and logistical s p it Vice Minister of Defense Sergio Jaramillo
and Commander of the Armed Fo i ff (Jeneral | reddy Padilla co-chair CCAI and
participate in many its activities. For he part, (eneral Padilla spends about 10 percent .
of his time working on CCAI pmje s. E fhou;.ﬁh CCAI does not have an independent
budget, it coordinates and prioritize ity $80 million in GOC spendmg on social
services through various agencies. - | '

In 2006, the Armed Forces czglr i

'l
i .
iy . - .

cd 39 humanitarian missions (“jornadas™) in

' The nine priority zones are Tierralta, Madio |
to.‘\lo 1 Cauea, Tu erra Nevads, Catatu Ardt
Zoma Sur (Caquets, Guaviare y Meta), and P’uhfrm:o , ke e Sl N mbo’ ..

f?;"
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v m.ﬁssums the Anncd Forces deployed
Brmtile]” (“Operacion Sonrisa™), and provided
ﬂ lion. For example, in San José de
oh s1 tt:d CCAI in directing substantial
T nnon'uc development, The Armed Forces
also assisted CCAI in building small-scgl uiﬁm structure projects, such as the health
clinic that General Padilla fonnal]yib eded slio: thy aftcr displaced persons returned to
the small village of La Lomna, Cho 3, }\ L
i

Over the course of the year, ‘e N d Forces assisted the Colombian Nationel
Police in securing 187 primary and sectdary roads throughout the eountry, more than

10,233 kilometers total, making it %& ' px'Golumblans to travel by car. Asa
|

b.pcndmg on educa‘aon, social s

result, ridership along those roads Has fifk réakbd five percent from 2005 and has doubled

since 2002. Colombia’s h1ghways e al sater thanks to the efforts of the Armed |

Forces and Police. Commercial ¢ ; i d‘p;ratcria tcm:sn'c") was 14 percent lower
glents versus 715 in 2005).
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